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Student Strike Rocks

New Yor

= Firroma Dewmoin

DUCATION 15 A RIGHT!

Flght! Fight! Fight|"

Chanting, shouting, and
dancing, students hava taken
contrel of buildings at nine cam-
puses of New York's huge City
University since April 8. We are
protesting a $600 tuition in-
oraase, from $1.450 to §1.950
per year, end mazsive service
cuts proposed by Gow. Maxno
Cuoma as part of next yeac's
budget. CUNY has long been
the main hope of higher educa-

tiom for NMew York's working
class youth. Sixty percent of its
students are from racial minor-
ity groups, half have family in-
comes of less than 516,000 a
vear, more than a third work
Mill-time, 20 percent are par-
ents; and 10 percent are single
working mothers. About 7%
of city high school graduates
apply to CUNY

From ite founding in 1847 as
the Free Academy until 1976,
the city collage eystem charged

Ecology,
Critical
Thinking,

And Utopia

Center

no tuition. In 1870, the “open
admissions” program was
sdopred, guarantesing a place
in ona of the ayatem's colleges
to any New York high schoal
graduate, and in the senlor col-
lagesto any graduates maintsin
ing & specified averags.
Despite conservative olaims
that open admissions would
ruin academic standards, the
colleges, and particularly the
sernior colleges, have kept up
rigorous- standarde through

Polish
Women
Fight For

Choice

special programs. CUNY has
bean the working class stu-
dent's dream of sscapa from
grinding poverty and lack of ap-
partunity, and it has been his or
har dream of intellectual
enrichment. All of that is now
under attack.

Besides the B500 increase,
the proposed cuts, now belng
negotiated in Albany, include
slashing stucent aid under TAP
(Tuition Aseistance Frogram)
by up to $400 per student, firing
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up to 600 adjunct (part-time) in-
structors (most of them gradu-
ate stiudents who depend on
their teaching pay to financa
thair own educationa) and cut-
ting back already strained re-
medial programa. These cuts
would come on top of a 3200
rige in tultion already imposed
in 1990, and yeara of budget
trimming.

At Hunter Coliege, where [

(Centinied on page 4}

Minneapolis
High School

Students

Walk Out
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Anarchy and Anb-mpericlism
Daar Love and Rage,

Individuals epposed to authoritars-
ans and authoritananism must 2emn
themeelyes against a "holier than
thou" analysis that could place this
Aedling movement inte a right wing
eppositional camp. | am refermng hera
1o the "anti-anti-imperialist” article by
Bab MeCGlynn that appeared in the
March 1001 igsua.

Tnfortunately, MeOlynn seams to
foul that antl-imperialism Jeads to sup-
port for opprosgion. I disagrea,
McGlynn s=ems to feel that all lor
most) Arab countiies are anti-Semitic.
Again, T disagree, Finally, McGlynn's
analysia proposes some mythical
“third road” for anarchist politics
when it comes 1o imperlalist war. No
such road exsis.

Irmperialist was is inevitabie in the
ara of imperialism. The U5 Aled war
againgt Irag was an imparialist war.
There were inter-imperialist aspacts o
the war, namealy Irag's occupation of
Kuwmait, But we cannot equats US im-
perialism vwith the Irag ocoupation. At
least I cannot, and [ opposs the Iragh
occupation of Euwait. Perind. ©

1 encouraga all progressive people to
oppose INperialism, to remain anti-im-
perialist. I sncourags peopls to read

and stady and to develop a comprahen-

| hope; will

sive analysie of imperialism that takes
into account the drive for powser that
exiats in many developing non-Euro-
pean countries, and comparas that to
the palitical and ecenomic realities of
the Westarn capitalist powers and the
E=starn socialist bloc. Only then will
we be empowered to give real support
and solidarity to tha oppressad as we
will know how to differantiate be-
twean our friends and snemies, Leav-
ing anti-imperialism ot of our analysis
wrill only hurt prograssivas inthe long
rom.

An Open Letter o the Southeastern
Anarchist Community

Dear Love and Hage,

All across North Amerikldes our
movement is growing in size and
strength. Anarchist communities in
evary region are becoming moe organ-
ired to meet the neads of our growing
movement, Everywhere that is, excapt
for our region. The Scutheaet lacks any
sort of sense of community and isin &
pathatic state of disorganization. This
urgently needs to changs so that the
maovemsnt in the Southeast will con-
tinue to grow. That is why we have
seweral projects undernvay to aid in our
effort to build the sente of community
that we are in such a desperate need
af:

1)We are planning to hold a regional
anarchist gathering sometima in the
late summer of '91. We arec in desper-
ate need of donations and weas for
worhahops. We are planning to held
several planning mestings that wa
hope peaopls from aroind the South-
east will attand, Please eontact us for
more info.

2V We are also looking for a epace in
which to open some sort of regional
cormmunity center, This spaca, we,___
erings and workshops as wallas
hause 2 bockstore and community bul-
Ietin. We want this center to be collec-
tivaly owned by paople all across the
Southenst and run in mach the sams
fashion as Love and Rage.

) Wa have started a publica-
tion/zine called Mags Revolt. This zine
will focus on events and issues ralev:
ent to our copmunity, For a sampls is-
zus please write.

Wi are hoping ta hear fiom anyone
wha wishes to help out with thess pro-
lects.

In Solidarity,

Eric

Anarchist Action Netwaork
Suite 147

3325 Lomna Rd, #2

F.0. Box 36098
Birmingham, AL 32636

Should Anarchists Be Anfi-lmperinlists®

Dear Lova and Rags,

When the US state began its assault
on the Iragi peopls. Love and Hags
tock an extrams position, as might ba
expected fram revolutionary anar-
chists. This has been criticized in sav-
eral places. The latest criticism is &
Love and Rage article by Bab MceGlynn
{Lowe and Rags, March 81), The main
Love and Rage articlaa {inchuding
mine) denounced the Iragl invasion of
K¥uwait, untiks the “revolutionary” Len-
inists. But we alse opposed all moves
Ly the US state, including tha eco-
pomile sanctions and UN resolutions,
unlike most liberals, Most extreme of
all, wa declared that between the US
military and the Iragl military, we
were for the victory of the Iragis, as
this wae the only way the Iraq peaple
could be defendad right now. {Unfortu-
nately the Iragi people are not yat or-
ganized into & stateless popular
militia.) :

This position is consistent with the
Love and Rage Political Statemeant.
which siates, "Love and Rage is anti-
imperinlist, We support the right of
gelf-detarmination of naticnalities op-
prassad by the vanous forms of imperi-
alism. " This follows the thecry of
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imperialism, that the mlers of a small
group of countrise opprass the othar
countries, holding most of the world's
people; From this viewpoint, the war
was indtially Betwesn two cppressed
nations, in which Irag was an agores-
sor. But onee the US intarvened it be-
came = war between the US, the main
imperialist pawar on earth. and an op-
pragsed country—and we should
stand with the oppressed, despita
their ralers

However, Bob McGlynn disagrees,
no doubt expressing wews held by
many anarchists. He dencunoes the
wery idea of 'anti-imperialiso” a5
somehow isading srraight to Marsism-
Laninism. He denies that there ara
two kinds of countries, impenalist and
oppresead, Bvary stata, e says, is -
paralist; *The Middls East conflict
was nat an imperialist sar BUt anin-

diffarent from Western capitalisn, not
by being “sealalist” but by having an
* Agiatic mode of production.” fis Bab
says, this theory means that "uncer
such rula, resistance iz almost impossi-

le . .. " becauss they lach the intemal
contradictions of capitalism.

Inavend, some of us have arguad

thet the Russian-type system i really
Ystate capitalism "> the state is the col-
lective capitalist boss of the economy,
&5 if the GM board of directors awzned
the whale 15 aconomy and wers the
state. The Russian system, we said,
would have the problems of capital-
ism. We predisted that ic would suffe:
from econoiiis stagmation, class and
national conflicte, and a great deal of
TesiEtance. AQain, it is clear thay this -
st what has happened to the Fus-
S1ET SRS, -
o Wayne ©
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Wa now have the benafit of nind-
saghit to gattle this arqument, It is crys-
tel clear to the whols world that the
175 and Iraig are two differsnt kinds of
country. The Iradgi state had an ailin-
dustry (which reliad on Wastem tech-
nicians) and modermn arms {(bought
from the imperialist states) and the
foureh largest army in the world
(trained by Russian experts). And Sad-
darm Hussein really did want to be a
woarld power, an indspendemnt impertal-
ist. But ha discoverad that his state
[ruling an oppresead country] was skn-
ply not in the same league as the real
imperialiste, In fact, this was the main
point of the US wai: to show thass
“Third World” nilers that the US and
frinnels are still the big powers, to put
tha little states in their place.

it is also clear to the whole world
that the victory of the US empira has
pulled world politics to the right. as
can be seen ln the U5 by the flags on
every street corner. The rasults ara
very different from the after-effects of
the Vietnam War. For years the US ml-
era have longed to get rid of the "Vist-
nam Syndrome"—the reluctance of TS
waorking people to support ancther
war. Mow they have taken a giant step
in that direction.

Because of the Vietnam Syndrome
the 115 state did not invade Angola,
Iran, or Censtal America, although
sarely tempted to, Oppressed people
were sncouraged to struggle. Politics
and oulture opened up in many ways
throughout the werld. (Afghanistan
played a somesvhat similar rols in
weakening Hussian imperialiam. }

Of course, the peopls of Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos pald a heavy
price and are still paying it—dus to TS
aggression and to their own Laninist
dictatorships. But the world was a bet-
tar placa becausge the Viemamsse won
[desapite their Leninist ralars). And tha
world was & worse place becauss the
1S state won over frag. T have great ra-
spect for Bob and others with similar
wiews, but [ cannot understand how
they can miss this.

Finally, Bob raises the theory that
the "Communist"” states are hasically

s
Anti-Sernitism
Tao The Editor,

Just to set the record straight, T
found the apclogy for falsifying a de-
bate between myself and Christopher
Day in your paper quite misleading
{Lova and Rage. Jan. 91). Cansiderng
that 1 rejected the offer to republish
my article “Ideclogy and the Persian
2" (Laft Green (lotes Mow. 20)
in your paper when asked by M. Day,
your editor, T was amazed to find it not
only printed under the title “For UN
sanctions,” but accompanied with a re-
gpanse by Mr, Day without a0 much as
informing me of tha opportunity 1o
writa a rejoinder, This not only defiea
the most basic standard of responsible
journali=m, it raises serious guestions
as to the intamtione of your editor.

Ag for Mr. Day's reply, it is ditficult
takte hie arguments seriousky: that cne
can pick and chooee ywhich qualities of
tha Iraci regime one would care to sup-
oL, that ganctions are just a wealker
form of imperialism (which, if consis-
tent, would apply to South Africa) and
that deeply authontaran and dictato-
rial regimes fighting Western impearial-
ists should ba supported because they
are, in his words, creating “space for
more authentic and liberatory chal-
lenges to the state, imperialism and
capitalism. "

Howrener, should we congern our-
selvas with any of Mr. Day's argu-
ments, his "tactical” suppart for the
Iraqgi dictatorahip based on & vulgar-
ized idea of historical prograss is
suraly the most bizarre, If, as an anar-
chists, this seems surprising, it really
shouldn’t be, Thers have been a num-
her of anarchist sypathizers who have
ended up supporting suthoritarian and
ewan fagnist movements for creating
the apace for "authentic” and “libea-
tory” challangres to the state, imperial-
izm and capitalism inchding the
guintesoential Fascist Benito Mus-
golini and the anarcho-syndicalist
Greorges Sorel, If rnuch of the Lelt was
to embrace the brutality of Joseph
Stalin, pertcularly in the facs of Wast-
e aggression, wihy should wa be sur-




rrized by a faw apologists for Saddam
Hussein?

Parhaps one might think that it i
oo extrema to suggest that Mr. Day's
conditional suppaort for the Irac re-
gime is an apalogy for dictatorship,
Burely cne could argue that to make
tactieal allisnces doss ot necessarily
mean embracing all aspects of an ally,
and we can cartainly give Mr. Day tha
benefit of the doubt that he reserves
the right to criticize Saddam Hussein.

But then where was Mr. Day when
Baghdad Radic was calling for the ore-
mation ef the Jews, purposely Invak-
ing the imags of the Nazis (NER
1/23/01)? Ha was nowhere to be
found And when Israsli citizens were
baing bombarded. how did he or the
paper respond? There was not the
slightest gesture of condemnation. In
Tact, it would be hard to suggest any-
thing less than the hypocrisy with
which Mr. Day condemned the bomb-
ing of Baghdad and yet failed to up-
hold the same principle for Tel Aviv. In
terms with which we speak about the
politics of the Middle-East, vwe call this
a double-standard—that iz, & palicy
that stems from prejudics.

If we again consider Mr. Day's re-
spons= to my article in Eght of the hy-
pecriey of his position, we can sao
mora clearly his deep resentment to-
wards the Jevws. In his respanse, M,
Day accuses me of hathoring an “un-
spoken issua” which secretly deter-
mines my politics and other {perhaps
Jewish?) Laftists in general, and on
the Gulf war in partioular, which he
charactarizes as “Zionism. " (p, 13)
While Mr. Day does not bother to tell
us what he means by Zionism, he does
tell us what Zionists do. Zionists creep
around centerd of government "wield-
ing considerable influence" while “quii-
etly hoping that the US will kick the
ghit out of Irag.” Mz, Day tells us that
Zionists mfiltrats the Laft and either
outright, or under the wing of the UN,
coerce "significant portions” of the
Left to be party to "cynical Istaesh
statecraft.”

Zionism here is no longar a political
ideclogy that sncompaesas various
gtrands of thought (both Right, Left
and in the case of Gustav Landater,
even anarchist) which is concerned
with the right of the Jewish people to
a homeland. It is here used as a tool of
slander and defamation with the pur-
Pose of discrediting the intentions of
the author, I[f Mr. Day is indead speak-
ing about Zionism, he has created his
own definition medeled after the anti-
Semitic Protocols of the Elders of Sion.

Bince my article did not even man-
tion Ziondsm, and only onee refered to
the state of Israel in the most critical
and negative light, I find this accusa-
tion of “Zionism"” a reference to my eth-
nic identity and not to my palitics. It iz
my urderstanding that rather than
talking about Zionism in any political
sanse, Mr. Day iz actually spealing
abdut Judsism itself or, in other words,
tha fact of being Jewish. Ha impliss
that becauss of my so-callad "guist” al-
Iegiances 1o some unspecified and de-
menized form of “Zioniam" which is
nothing less than my Jewish identity,
my opinions should not be trusted, In
this semse, Mr, Day's remarks falls
within the most pernicicus form of clas-
sical, Buropean anti-Semitism which
considered one of its purposes to fllu-
minate the secret motivations and
“oadet” alllegiances of the Jews.

But this should not strike the reader
as too far from what one would expect
from a paper which takes no position
on anti-Semitiam, and even being in- .
formed of ite emission in Love and
Hage's "anti-Racism" principls, has
made no moasures o reapond ta this
problem {(see my letter in the June '30
issue). Considering the history of anti-
Semitism in the anarchist movement,
which has been attributed to such cen-
‘tral hgures as Proudhon and Bakupin,
an overlooking on this question is
grave indead.

In closing, I think it iz inportant to
realize that the position of *tactical”
support for the Iragl regime which the
paper has ovarwhelmingly given voles

to can not be meaningfully distin-
guished from the positions of tha
authortarian Left. In the real world
and outside the offices of Love and
Rage, My, Day's pogition is no different
from the position of the Workers Van-
gaurd le.g. ses the 2/15, 1/15, 8/1B/30
issues), as well as a host of other sec-
tarian publicationg who supported the
Iragi regime for various other recsons,
sach with their cwn strange and elabo-
rate explanation, If Mr. Day's sympa-
thies for authotitarian regimes
qusstion his commitment to anti-
Buthoritaran politics and his hostilities
toward cartain ethnic groups compro-
mises the anti-racist principlos of any
anarchist program, than as the "facili-
tator” of Love and Rage, the project is
thoroughly bankrupt.

In any case, an apology hardly suf-
fices. I ask for nothing less than Mr,
Day’s rasignation.

Sinceraly,
Eric Jacobson

Fan Mail 1

Dear Love and Bags,

I'm juet sending this little note be-
cause | was going through some old
anarchist magazines and noticed all
the whining about your paper. Most of
the letiers said you wers iafioids. This
kind of pissed me off. Nons of theae let-
ters made any great ebservations or
sald what a lsftoid 15, [ now see things
a lirtle more clearly now about what a
lot of anarchiste are like, and most of it
makes me uneasy. Many of the latrers
kind of =aid that if you waren't like
they were and lived and thought this
pure type of anarchism then you wers
a leftizt. Well [ guess that's what I
must be, because I don’t beleive in
what these people say.

It s=ems that there are many diffar-
snt papars and groups promoting dif-
farant types of anarchism which is
goad, the more the merrier, Unforta-
nately, most of these papers claim that
they are what “real" anarchism is, in-
stead of understanding that different
poople will be attracted by what they

likze, (1.0., situationist, syndicalist, primi-
tivist, etc.). I see the value of a paper
like: Fifth Estate because it can attract
canain types of people into anarchism
just lika the Workers Solidaricy Alli-
ANCS Can.

Instaad of warking in soliderity, they
just argua over who is really an anar-
chist. [t makes me think of all the
times I've seen the Trots argue with
the Marxist-Leninists. The scary thing
is that thare really isn't much of a dif-
farence.

Anyway , hafare I fall aglesp, [ am
sick of these leftold paranoids criticiz-
ing anything that doesn't conform ta
their varsion of anarchism. ¥ou have
miy utmost support. in your efforts at
Lewes and Rage, and | am looking fore-
ward to the conferences this susme:,

Dhversity 1s a joy
Finnigan, Commurity Charge
Hamilton, ONT

Fan Mail 2

Dear Love and Rage,
[ lowe your paper, and look forward
ta the (potential?) visit of Matt Black
an April 24th, Despite criticisms I have
saan, I really like the organizod way
your papar funations—it’s a nice
change from the wishy-washy life-
stylist crap which is so commen..
Anyway, I'll ses va,
Harry
Anarchist Touth Federation
Eingstan, OMNT

Correction

In the February '91 issus of Love
and Rage an article on the James
Bay I project in Quebec mistakenly
referad to ALCAY as a US based
aluminum company. ALCAN {5 a
Canadian firm. :

LOVE AND RAGE ANARCHIST
ORGANIZING CONFERENCE

Saturday, June 29- Monday, July |

Hay Youl Cama fa the sacond annal Love and Rage confarance, Every year there is a L&R
corferenoe at which supooriers from across Norh America gater r dstiss and evaluzie the project
and o st e direction for the coming year. The Ecitorial Counci, the between conferanca desasion
making bady, is elected by the conferance, and a new produclion facitaior is chosen for B
Production Group for the next year, The conference this year will alio includs: issue workshops:
tegianel meefings; changing of the LAR pafiical statsment; caucusss for womyn, Quers, paople of
vokor, youlh and othass; diecussion and devalopmant of action proposals; and mors,

Love and Rage & & collechve project, funded, writion, producet), and dstibuted by 2 largs and
diversa group of revalulionary anarchists fiom acrss North America Papers. can be produced gther
ways, but the peapla imiohied bellsve very strongly al the project should refiect as mush as
posalie. e many diferert styles ard idaas within North Amarican revakutionary anarchism, and ta
bas!way fa do hat is o produce tha paper through an open and particpanry prcass

Vi could siayat homs the weekend of June 298 frouch Juby st and watch TV, of ¥ou could coma
taMimeapols and help DT 2 tevoltionary arerchist poliical tendsncy, Love and Rage it pecfect, bt
{tnever wil bewithout he parfcipabon of e peopks who wousd e it b be,

Sea you i Minnespols]

R

REGISTRATION

it you are intarested in altencing the Leve and Aage Orgarfzing Conferance, register iow, We
areasking for 4 shding scasio feaibased on your ability o pay) of between 815 and %60 1 help
caver the casts of the confierence, Housing and some food wil be provided. Mo ars wil be
frned away for |ack of funds.

Hetun this foern f0: Love and Rege Crganizing Confarence oo
RABL P.0 Box 10854, Mineapolis, MN 55458-3854 Make checks payable to RASL

Mare
Aoess
Gy _ ke
; 4] County
Phanef |
Loeal Group
Humber pf peopie: cominc(induiding you|
Enclooed§ b el with e conferenca,
__ Iwlinesdchiczara TFave s following spocal naece

Minneapolis, Minnesota
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THE BEATING OF RODNEY KING

v Jars Kraren
HORTLY BEFORE 12:30
Sa_m.. on Sunday, March 3,
Rodney King, an unem-
ployed construction worker
with two children, was driving
down tha Foothlll Freeway near
San Ferding.

Eing was drving with two
friends, Bryant Allen and Fred-
fdia Helms, when a California
Highsway Potrol cruiser carmie up
behind King's white Hyundai
King had driven 65 MPH
through a 40 MPH zone.

King's mistake, apparently,
was not stopping immediately
after he was signalled to.
"Thers was no chase" King told
reporters, He stopped at & red
light, but simply failed to fm-
mediately yield to police e
quest to pull over. Anxious
police, it seemsd, then sum-
moned extra cruisers and noti-
fied a helicopter to track King.

Atabour 1245 A M. King did
pull over to the side of a four-
lane road running threush the
middie-class neighborhood of
Lake View Terrace. Although
14% of the LAPD i= blacik, all 21
officors on hand were white
when Bodney King, who is
blngk, emerged from his auto-
mobile. Jogis Morales, s resi-
dent of the area, was awalkensd
by the sirens and observed the

CUNY STRIKE

(Clontinued from cover)

teach ag a graduste asgistant,
the cute in previous yvears have
already had a devastating im-
pact. Each semester, hundrads
of students can't get into Te-
quired first year coursss he-
cause no money is available o
hirs instrusters for some of the
listed sections, Studente who
St andcananly takey

at certain times, anﬁa.rd'asthnt
Tha Wiiting Center, which pro-
wvides tutoring in basic writing
skills to students coming from
New York's academically defi-
ciant high schools, has logt 26%
of itz positions because of
budget outs.

Twe years ago, massive pro-
taste sioppad a much smaller
planned tuition hike, Last yaar,
amid only sporadic oppesition,
a $200 increass went through.
This year, the massivanass of
the propossd jump forced a re-

sponse.

City College was tha first
campus captured, Im a pre-
dawmn raid Aprl 8, studenta in-
filrated and seized the huge
North Academic Center, which
fills several blocks and has hun-
dreds of classtooms. After 4
days of fruitless negotiations,

svene. King, she said, got out of
his car end put his hands on his
head. Then, he was asked o
kneal and lay down on his stom-
ach, Also arcund this time,
George Holliday, & 31 year old

manager of a plumbing busi-
ness, began to videotape the
scene with his new videc cam-
BrE

Evaryone has doubtless seen
the video-taped beating of Rod-
nay Eing several times over the
past few wesks. King was hit
over 50 timas by police batons
{and the cops were s
with two hands for axtra foroel)
kicked in the head and liver, and
shocked with a Taser gun. All
the while, he lay halpless on the
ground, pleading for the afficers
1o stop. One of King's friends,
who lay handcuffed on his

the college administration san-
celled classes until further no-
tice.

In the next waek buildings
were taken over at sight com-
munity colleges and three san-
ior colleges. On April 16,
studants ssized the main build-
ing at the CUNY Graduate Can-
ter, effectively closing the
campus. Classes have now
boen cancelled at s5ix locations.
{The CUNY system consists of

grees, Sevan UWo-year cormmi-
nity collages, and five
specialized institutions, includ-
ing the Graduate Centar, which
grantz Phi degress. It has a
total of about 200,000 stu-
dents.)

Administrations at City Col-
lage and Hunter, among other
campuses, have announced
that students in the buildings
will be suspended, but have not
ectually carried the suspen-
slons out.

Daspite its strength, the
movement has definite wesak-
nasses, Most importantly, it is
& minority movement, Al-
though six campuses have
beon shut down, the admini-
strations closed them after
small groups of students tock
ovar the bulldings; most stu-
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stomach on the other side of the
car, and hencenot visible on the
videotape, was also licked, He
described the viplence a few
days later, He said he could
hear King yeling for help, but

then the pain must have be-
come too intense becauss Eing
eventually stopped screaming
and all hiz friend heard was the
sound of bones crunching be-
neath baten blows.
Criminals With Badges

Parhaps the most irightening
aspect of the Rodney King case
is not o much the beating - by
now, many of us reslize that
this s police routine - but rather
the fascistic ploys of the LAFD
to cover up the facts,

After the videowas aired na-
tionwide, police gald that King

dants were not involved. Elze-
where, classes continus, and
siudent opinion is split—
though pet in a really hostila
way.

At Hunter, for sxample,
where ona building was cap-
tured, most classes are mest-
ing, but studente cannst usa
the Wbrary, which was the tar-
get of the takeaver. NMany
Hunter students are passively
sympathetic to the taksover,

One reason for the apathy is
that the eccupations wers car-
ried out by small cadres with-
out extensive prior organdsing.
Such moves as massive prior
patitioning and public meetings
threataning coercive action
would not have led to concas-
slons, but they would have built
active, committed suppart for
the eventual accupations,

In addition there's a potential
racial gplit: the takeovers were
speartheaded by Black and
Latin students, arnd whites and
Asiane are largely uninvolved.
Cutside, Latin and Black stu-
dents are more sympathetic
than Asians and whites,
though the lines are not hard,

Also, people aren't sure that
victory can be won or main-

i

had been speading in excess of
110 MPH. A Hyundsd spokes-
parson, however, told the press
that that mode! car cannot poe-
sibly top 100. What's more, Cali-
farnia Highway Patmol cruiser
tapes, released two weeks aftar
ihe incident, revealed conver-
sations which proyed King's car
naver exceaded 656 MPH .
Computer medsages sant be-
swoan police cruisers and police
headquarters on the meght of
March 3 havae brought to hght
facial overtenes of the case as
awell. Officers told of what a
good beating they had given
the man, They all joked and
laughed, later comparing the in-
cident to a scens fram “Gorrilas
in the Mist.” The lttle game of
“baseball” which the LAPD
played out that night left Hod-
ney EKing with broken ribs.
sears, impaired vision, a frac-
tured skull, and pessible brain

dammage.

Fublic outcry after the King
besting was intense. Witnesses
to the soene told of how officers
ignored their pleas for them to
stop. Hundreds of Los Angeles
residents have packed “public
hearings” to denounce the
LAPD and to call for Chief Darry!
Oates’ resignation. Interest-
ingly, Gates is the only law on-

tained. There's a sense of n-
avitability about the deteripma-
tionm of =all clity services,
including education. Students
may readily agree with solu-
tions like shifting money from
arms to social services, but no-
body can decoribe howr this will
e accomplished.

Oiven the lack of active mass
support, the danger has existed
&l slong that the administra-
tions will tirm' majority opinion

studente could be won over ac-
tivaly to the side of the protests,
the movement's pewer would
be multiplied.

One signpost was a student
faculty demonstration held
April 24 st Cupmo's New York
City office. Berween 5 and
10,000 students and faculty
members attended a rally and
then, in pouring rain, marched
around the Wall Street area for
an hour and a half, blocking the
street rapeatadly. Another alty-
wide labor and student demon-
stration, spearheaded by un-
iona hit by budget cuts, took
place Apnl 30. A maszive turn
out.of tens of thousands of un-
ion membara put this demon-
stration on the front pages of
New York newspapers. But by
April 30 the student strike was

'I.gga. Police puchad Btudantn

torcement chief in the country
who is a civil service appaintes,
He cannot ba fired by the mayor
and is therefore relatively im-
mune to poppular political -ras-
sure. Eeatings are an everyday
thing, but no one talks of them,
In fact, LAFD officers have bean
refusing 1o cooperate with an
FEI civil rights investigaticn of
the incident.

As the New Warld Order hits
home, @t is becoming increas-
ingly clear to everyons who's
side the police are on. The Rod-
ney King incident has shown
the police o be unrepentent
rascists. The beating lts=lf was
an unforgiveabls act of aggres-
=ion, and the laughter and Hes
which were the response of the
LAPD to the public outcry for
justice are just sickening. Chisf
CGates has refussd to remove
hirngealf from office, and the four
indicted officars are shameless
enough to view themsalves as
not guilty.

FPeople need to take control of
their own neighborhoods and
their own lives by organizing
neighborhood patrols thet are
praparad to deal with real
threats Lo our communitiss,
starting with tha cops. Wa can-
not ellow this sort of stats terrar
io continue.

essentially over. Impressive as
the first demonstration was, it
fell shart of the masaive show of
atrength, tying up all of down-
town Mew York, that was nec-
BRSArY to make Cuomo retreat,
In its aftar math, a hackissh has
ended the stiike. On Apdl 25,
anti-protest students eggad on
by administraters

the mhﬂﬁmguﬁmgﬁaf
Manhatten Community Col-

26, and cop ta.'!uacwem Torced
strikers out of the rsm.a].n.u:g
buildings. The administration's
are now capitalizing on the pro-
tastors’ failure to bulld mass
support sarlier.

In this unpromising situation
Governor Cuomo, of all people,
has something waluable to tell
ug, Referrring to the differant

groups affected by budget
uts—hospital

workKers, sanita-

tian workers, grade school and
high schoal etudents, ste,—the
Governor worried, “If they all
protested, they could maks the
CUNY protest lock like a brealk-
fast meating."” Leamn from him_
[Eome of my information

has been taken from the City
College Student Leader and the
Graduate Center Spiinter
Thanls.|
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Polish

B Lsa  Movacex
“However we may pity the
mother whose health and even
life 15 imperiled by the perform-
ance of her nature duty, there
et remaing no sufficient reason
for condoning the direct murder
of the mpocent. ®
—Pope Flus XI

“The goal of famals education
must (nvarably be the future
mothar. "

—Adolph Hitler

HILELECHWALESA,

the first non-Commu:-

nist president of Po-
land was hailed here as a
symbol and “leader” of & move-
ment that fought to replace an
oppressive Communist regime
with “self-determination” and
“democracy”, Polish women
have baan facing an even
greater guuggle, against the
Church and State, which con-
ol the choices they make con-
ceming their own bodies. The
fight for “democracy, " as usual,
is once again divided along gen-
der lines,

The Church and the Sclidar-
ity-led governmant, the two in-
stitutions that have supplanted
the Communist Party are domi-
nated by men. Theso men, who
in the last vear have expandead
the country's "freedom™ {thar
iz, if you define freedom as the

growth of western capitalist i
vestments), have bean wvi-
Gously altacking the lives of
Polish womesn.

Lats last spong the Ministry
of Health imposed new mules re-
gtricting access to logal abor-
tion: The regulations wera
passad with no parhamentary
debate and little notice in the
meadia, axcept for a recent poll
showing that 66% of Poland's
Population are against abor-
tion, Ahthough Poland's Om-
budswomen have appealed the

South ngh Walkout

By Bienan Frazaen
N FRIDAY, MARCH 22,
0150 studenta walked
ut of claszes at South
High School in Minneapolis,
Minnesota to protest adming-
stration policy. Earlier that
week, the principal unilaterally
decided to implement a syatem
whors students must sign in
and sign out when entering and
leaving the school premises.
Ostensibly begun for the stu-
dents’ own “protsction” from
“outsiders”, many students folt
it was actually an intimidation
tactic to control their move-
ment. Many stodents were also
angerad by the fact that the
principal totally bypassed the
official student/tsacher com-
mittee which would normally
have a say in the mattar,

In response to the new re-
strictive policy, lsaflets were
distributed calling for & walkout
after second peried on the 23rd.
On the day of the walkout, the
achool sdministration at-
tempted to prevent the studsnt
show of dissent by offering a
question and answer period

regulations zaying they were
unconstitional, a tribunal up-
held the new nules in January,
What do the regulations
mean? They requirs that a
WOIman get permission for an
abortion from three doctors.
Amy one who finds fault in their
patient's reacone for wanting
an ahortion can refuss to sign
the “contract”. If one does, a
woman must gee 8 state-sanc
tioned peyehologiat. Most often
theee, like tha church, try to
persuade them to give up their
babies to overcrowded arphan-
ages Tun by nuns,
A Bbill alroady has been ap-

By ang.
ish parlisment that would make
it & orime punishabis by I years
in prison for anyone tiying to
help & woman get an abortion.,
The bill would also outlaw the
sale of contraceptives, includ-
ing condoms, which only be-
came available last yeer for
those who could not afford to
smuggle them in from West
Germany. Not only does this
take away any control that
women might have over un-
wanted pregnancy, but thie
dlso means no ona will be able

during lunch break. At a mass
mesting of over 250 swidents
the majority rejectad the ad-
ministration’s feeble attempt at
co-optatien aod followed
through with the initial plans to
wallk out. Despite drizzling
rain, the striking studonts re-
grouped on the school's foothall
figld and organized an open dis-
cussion on the sign-in policy.
Twoe adult Sociakist Workers
Party members were the first bo
oifer thair wisdom. Introducing
themsslves as school board
candidates, thoy nwvited stu-
dents to their bookstore and of-
fered their “help” in organizing
the students. After a few stu-
dent spoakers, one of tha two
mambers of the Ravolutionary
Anarchist Bowling League pra-
sent, an ex-South student,
spoke of the need for student
self-organization and warnsd of
Ppotential co-optation of the
strike. Thevo was tall of srgan-
ing a multi-racial student un-
ion that would address the
needs and rights of all students,
espacially students of color. A

Pope John Pau.l I for he
‘house of the Pol-  fursherthe

&nd a shortage economy in
which people had difficulty
buying food let alona contra-
ceptives. But the law was also
passed becauss women and
children were dying. In the
sarly B0's several dozen died
each vear from self-induced
abortions,

According to the Village
Vaoice, the new rastrictions
have alrsady caused at least
three deaths from back-alley
abortions: In Lodz, the city af-
fectionately known as the coun-
tiy'e "Waoman's City," where
the labour forcs is more than
&0% femals, have already re-
poerted that two pregnant
woman hava bled to death,
while ans disd after injecting
cleaning fluid into her womb,

Apparently, the naw "lead-
ers” in Poland have not learnad
from history, which has proven
that laws cannot eliminate
abortion, only make them less
sale and more costly.

Try as It might, no govem-
ment has ever legislated abor-

to protect themsslves [rom
AIDS and other sexually trans.
mitted digeases.

Moreover, the government
has cut its subsidies for child-
care centers and is making it
more diffioult to ohtain a di-
worce—the govemmant is now

pushing for legislaton to elimi-  tion out of existence. In
nate diverce for Catholics en- Romania under Cesussscu's
tiraly, regime, policies made prevent-

Many of these measures find
Support among the more than
86% of Foles whoidentify them-
selves as Roman Catholics.
Many of these supportere view
the legiclation as & “gift” to

ng unwanted pregnanciss wir-
tually impossible.
Contraceptives were out-
lawed A special amn of the
secret police force, Securita-
taa—dubbed tha "pregnancy

Prégnant women were moni-
thi Lraditional kiss on the ring  tored; married women who did

mient -;ppa:enuy Wa.lesa fnals
iz not enough of a thank you. not conceive wars kept undaer
Polish women havebeenable  surveillance, & spocial tax was
to obtain free abortons since levied on unmarried peopla
1956, whon i was legalized by over 25 and on childless cou.
the Comrmunists. The lawwmade  plas who could not give a medi-
abortions available in hospitals  eal Teasen for infertility, Despite
for wamen in the first trimester  the law, both abortion and
of their prognancies in cases of abortion-relatsd deaths rose
rzpe, a threat to the woman's  greatly.
health, fetal deformity or *ciffi- Teday, Polish women will not
cult living conditions” —in part only be fighting for the mght to
I an atzempt to ease the misery  control the chaicos they malkea
of overcrawded apartments concerning their own bacl-

propasal to march to the pringi-
pal's office for a sit-in wes fi-
nally agreed upon after some
deliberations. The students be-
gan the march back to "prison,”
chanting "“fuck the sign-in

which everyone grooved on as
we headed back to thebuilding,
pushing past security guards
and into the principal's office.

A8 the students' militancy
zose, the Trotskyists beat a
hasty retrear After students oc-
cupied the offics for over fiftesn
minutas, the principal agreed to
& meeting in the auditorium to
address the grievances. This
tumed out to be a mistake, as it
wag set up with the principal
lecturing the strikers on thair
choice of tactics in voicing dis-
agresment.

The principal intarrapted stu-
dents, yet consistently de-
manded to be heard through
and treated with respect. This
condescending authoritarian-
ism is an exampie of blatant

and the opp af

fdmzinmdw:uy;aﬂ

g palica oversaw monthly Gl;ll'ldune war than contracep-

omen Face
Pregnancy Police

ies,

but also, and equally as impar-
tant, the right to chtain access
to information concerning the
cholces she will want to maka.

There is no sex education in
Folish schools { twoa years agoa
sax-ad book distributed in high
schaols by the Communist gov-
ernment was withdrawn after
pressure from the nation's
bishops] Most feminist litera-
tura has not been translated
into Palish, most women know
very little, if nothing, of works
by such key feminist theorists
as Emma Coldman or even Si-
mone de Beauvoir, let alone a
book such as Cur Bodies, Our
Selves — Unfortunately, this is
also the case for many women
here in America.

This moet recent era of con-
servatism, with rightist and
nationalist groups gaining mare
political ground leaves Polish
women a lot to contend with.
Isn’t it about time the male
elite, whether they be heads of
state, church or corporations
5048 that a because & woman's
ability te become pregnant
doss not dictate her destiny,
and her refussal to offer her
womb. to the fetishized fatus,
does not make her a ldller, Isn't
it about time to refuse to be the
victin and take a stand against
the ones who find it sasler o

greater for Polish women be-
ceuse of the passivity bred by
over 40 years of Communist
rule, and countless centurnes of
oppression by the Catholic
Church
For more information contact:
Borbaro Basinsko
Moakowskiego 12 - Flat 11
‘Waorsaw, Poland
el 2491 28
or
Koria Marmix Stroat #6
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Getting It Together: Democracy in Local Collectives

wr CrrsTorien Dy
HISIS THE PFOURTHIN A
series of articles on anar-
chism and organization
The first articla addressed
some of the general questions
around anarchist organisation,
The second argued for building
& natwork of anarchist groups
and individuals, The third arti-
cle focused on the procsss of
building lacal anarchist collac-
tives.

This articls continues that
distussion. In my last articls [
attempted to define what an
anarchist political collective is.
I emphasized the Importance of
being involvad in local strug-
gles and being aware of your
local conditions.

I glen dissusesd the impor-
tance of a commitiment to strag-
gle within the collective as well
a8 within society and the dy-
namic tension betwaen individ-
ual mitiative and collectivity.

In this article I will focus on
sorme of the more spacifio fea-
tures of a collective, in particu-
lar feminist process and
internal demooracy. 1 will also
address what I see as some of
the practical steps that can be
taken to start a collective.

Ferninist Process

The women's liberation
movemeant in the 1980s and Tis
developed an intermnal practice
based on a critigue of the
authoritarian dynamics within
the New Laft at that time. This
practies, which Irefer to hera as
" feminist process," is essen-
tial to tha creation of authsnti-
cally anti-authoritarian groupe.

The Hew Left that emerged
in the US in the 15608 had. by
outward appearances & vVeary
anti-authoritarian character.

The ideal ef "participatory
demoecracy” was uphald, not as
a distan : a5 it
for a Damocratic Society. Thia
meant letting evarybody have
the opportunity’ to speak amd
participate fully in the decisions
of the movement,

Thenew women's movemant
that emarged out of the Mew
Left and the civil dghts move-
ment (in particnlar the Student
Monviolent Ceoordinating Com-
mittes] exposed. this commit-
ment to internal democracy a8
a frand,

The New Left was charag-
tarized by the same relations of
domination and subordination
between men and women that
provailed throughout soclety.

Mean did the talking at meet-
ings and made the speeches at
demonstrations. Women kept
the notes and typed those
sp@schas up ag pamphlets,

It is no secret that the same
kind of amangements continus
to reproduce themsealves
throughout the various social
movements, and in the anar-
chist movement &g well Fami-
niat PIOC2ES means a

commitment to more than a for-
mal internal democracy, but
also & commitment to breaking
down the authoritarian rela-
tions that we bring with us nto
our political activity.

It means understanding that
relations of power and privilege
influence the internal dynamios
of even the best intentioned
groups.

Many of the observations
that the women's movement
made about how women and
men interacted within radical
groups also apply to divisions
around age. class, sexual iden-
tity, and ¥ase or nationality.

The experiences of womens
only groups revealed that whils
such groups could be consider-
ably mors ampowering for theis
membaers than groups with
men in them, they did not auto-
matically owercome the authori-
tarian internal dynamics that
axistad in mived groups.

Feminist process means a
commitment to analyzing what
is 7eally going en in & group and
etruggling to overcoms the
authoritarian patterns that ars
expoged in the process.

Wheo talks the most and why?
Who's ideas are listened to and
why? What ways of talling are
respected and why? Who has
the most access o information
and why? Who's proposals tend
to be eccepted and why? Who
spealks for the greup?

Many groups have subjected
themsslves to these kinds of
self-critical questions and cer-
tain patterns reappear over and
oWer again.

Anarchism is about the lib-
exation of the oppressed major-
Ity of humanity. A movement
that is truly controlled by the
‘oppressed must be committed
o giving a vdica to those whio

& group nesds to be committed
o if evaryone is to truly have a
voics, Intermupting can not ba

tolerated.

Intarrupting someans si-
lences them. Men tand to nter-
ript women Older peopie tond
to interrupt younger people
Pacple with poveer in this soci-
ety feel free to cut off peopls
without pawer. Even if the in-
termuption doesn't. correspend
with these patterns it contrib-
utes to an internal culture that
is bound to be intimidating to
people who have a hard time
spaaking up.

There are lots of other, sub-
tler or mare complex, ways that
paopleare silenced in orgeniza-
tions.

The devalopment of internal
Process 18 an ongoing progess
itsal. It can't bhe accomplished
in & single mesating,

It i= important that this be
balanced with the other work of
the-group, but it should never
be pushed agide as unimpor-
‘tant.

PAGE 6 s LOVE AND RAGE + MAY 1931

Intemal Demeocracy

Feminist process can be un-
derstood as one aspect af an
overall commitment to internal
democracy within the group,
Both feminism and anarchism
recognize that formal demo-
cratic procedures are no guar
antes that decisions are really
in the hands of the people.
Nonstheless a claar democratic
decizion-making procedure is
an esgential part of building a
revolutionary anarchist collac-
tve.

Formal procadures of conasn-
BUus Or voiing Can scrve as
chacks on authoritarianism
within the group. Such proce-
dures give avervbody a final
voice, 5o ewen if the internal dy-
namics of a particular discus-
sion have effectively shut

them a simple way to register
their dissent from the dominant
woices within the group.

There have been lots of de-
bates on the relative merits of
coneensus and voting as deci-
sion-making proceduras.
Groups sheuld experiment with
different processas to really get
a handle on what these debates
ars about,

In practice, I think that a
modified form of consensus,
that allows voting under cer-
tain circumstances, is the most
appropriata for a small oollec-
tive. A small group has to
achisve consensus on lots of
guestions if it iz w0 effectivaly
function. A small group that is
consistently divided over major
guestiona that confront it.
should probably eplit if those
divicions can not be rosolvad.
The specifics of a decisicn-mak-
ing process need to be worked
out in practice by each group.
The sbuse of consgensus deci-
sion making is well known,
When consensus is applied so

inavitably

strictly that a group can not
move forward so long as ons
member objects it becomes ag-
santially authoritarien and anti-
democtatic.

Btrict congsensus decision
making implies a relationehip to
time that is a Jusury for most
pecple in this society. It is a
small gection of the population
that hag the freedom to stay up
Iate into the night to hash out
all the detalls of a demonstra-
tion of & leaflet until everybody
iz more of less happy with it A
truly revolutionary movement
needs to develop a decision
making process that is more in-
cliisiva, that is acosesibla to
poopls with steady jobs, with
families to taks care af and so

o,

Security and Trust

make & a target for
the repressive apparatus of the
state, This means that one of
the responsibilities of the col-
lective iz to bulld a securs or-
ganization. A SBCUrS
argenization means more than
an arganization without police
infiltrators, it means an organi-
zation where there is sufficient
trust among the membors that
nobody will by their actions un-
necessarily endanger the col-
lective or its members.

A revolutionary group does
not have to be involved in clan-
destine activity in order to be
concerned shout security, Most
of what the police do to ue io
gather information on us, so
that they can best predict our
movements. They want to
Imow wha is In the group. They
want to knew where and when
we meet, They want to know to
whom we are connected. The
lese they know the bekter. Fur-
themmore, developing sound as-
curity habits now is very
valuable if the struggle ever

does demand clandestinity.

‘here iz & small bady of written
material that is very useful for
building & secure organization,
&end anybody who is building a
revolutionary anarchist group
should become familiar with
thizliterature. There are known
methods by which the police
tion, disruption and other e
pressive activities against
revolutionary groups, It is wital
to familiarize ourselves with
these methods and develop
practices and habits that make
such activity more difficult, i
not impassihle.

‘There are lota of precautions
that can be taken to provent
infiltration, to slude survedl-
lance, to neutralize disruption
and otharwisa resist repres-
sien. But the most important
thing that can be done in this
raspect is to devalop coherent
and sophisticated politice and
to raise the atandards of politi-
cal discourse within the collss-
tive.

A wall trained infiltrator can
master any body of political
thought and put on a conwvine-
ing show. But a commitment to
serious politics makes it mora
difficult for semebody to just
hang around and gather infor-
metion. Mere importantly co-
herent politics make it mora
difficult for the stata to disrupt
& group by pushing itin a par-
ticutar diraction. Trust inareve-
lutionary gicup does not mean
that evervhody likes each athar
{though that would be nics). It
ineans that evervbody trusts
eachother notto ba looss ahout
security, to respect sach other
in political discudsions and
elsswhere, to keep their heads
on, m crisiz situations, to keep
their mouths shit during inter-

porsonal squabbles in spite of
not liking each other if that's
the casa.

Gaiting Things Done

Thea purpose of the collective
iz to get things done, Thers
needs to be a dynamic relation-
ship between the work of
transforming ourselves as mdi-
widuale and our ralations with
each other on the ons hand and
the work of transforming the
larger world on the other.

The collective ehould offer its
members a giimpas of real hu-
man community. It should
teach ite members to critically
undergtand the myriad systems
of domination that sal away at
us. But if it does these things
and doesn't agitate, organize
and take action to build a revo-
lutionary movement and ta
challenge the existing crderitie
not what | am refemingtoag a
revolutionaryanarchist political
collactive.

{Cantinued to page 10/




Walkout

{Continued from page 5)

youth  Our voices chvicusly
aren’t as important as the "soa-
sonad” experiences of the older
folks.

Although an excellent begin-
ning, the students at South still
face big obstacles to unified sc-
tiom.

African-Amaerican students
justifiably objectad that the use
of the word “slavery”™ in the call

to acticn leaflet was an insensat-
tiva attempt to describe the
contralling aspects of the sign-
in policy. They raised this criti-
ciem at the meeting betwesn
the strikars and the administra-
tion, changing the direction of
the discussion, Several white
students responded defen-
sivaly to the eriticistn and a ma-
jor schism daveloped within the
student body, all to the benefit
of the school authorities.
revolutionary anarchists
itted to anti-authoritarian

arganizing wa fesl we played a
positive rols in this action.

Unlike the SWP we didn't go
to South and try to recruit or
lemd but instead to leam from
and try to lend support to kids
much like curselves.

‘We talked with students and
strongly encouraged their mili-
tance and actually involved our-
selves in their process.

We participatad in discussing
the questions facing the strik-
erg such as what tactics should
be used, aveiding co-cptation

from the schoel administration
and dealing with racism within
the student ranks,

While the Trote passed out
fiyers and talked about ninning
for school bpard, we talked
about burning down the school-
¥ou can guess which was mors

Direct Action Gats Satisfaction
As of April, the sign-in policy
gt South high school has been
tabled, and hopefully will be de-
feated in the student/faculty

mestings.

Suraly, howeover the mili-
tance and cutspoken action of
the students interrupted the
usual authoriterian relations
between faculty and students.
Maxt time perhaps the faculty
won't be so heavy handed and
unilateral with decisions con-
cerning the students. Next
time, hopefully the kids will
want to fnally take over their
own education and learn from
sach other rather than from
somea stodgy teacher,

Anarchist Black Cross

Avi Naftel
Update

FEW MONTHS ACO WE

printed an appeal from Avi and

his support group for funds to
help with legal evpansss. The appeal
was, in the words of his support group,
"a total fatlure”, and so without money
for a lawyer Avi has filed his own action
which is "pending” at this time. The
suit charges 28 Dapartmeant of Comec-
ticns employecs with conspiracy; that
they fllegally acted against him to retali-
ate for his being & legal assistant in the
prison.

‘Last manth Avi won an 8 year lagal
battle ageinst Mohave County, where:
he was originally amested, and sub-
jected to months of inhumana treatmant
and torture before being sent to priscn.
The court ruled in Avi's favor, granting
damages of §18.100 in compensatory
and punitive damages. Hewever the
ecunty has yat to appeal, so oo money
has been paid as yet.

Last Novembar Avi was transfored to

ght the transfer, it goams that the
mMove Wias & good one for him. The Mo-
have Unit is & maditim security yard
whars prisoners are housed in dormizg.
ries divided into cubicles in which two
poople live. Prisoners are allowed to
coma and go from tha housing units from
early morning until 9:30 pm. When he
first amived he had troubls
medical supplies (for his ileostomy) but
that has besn resolved for the most part.
The administrative staff cffared no resis-
tance to Avi's sseking wage employ-
ment, and he & working now as a
carpanter at the rate of 35 cents, the
wage for gkilled labor.

Right new things seem to bs a good
deal better for Avi. With a new governor
and possibly a new director of correc-
ticns there is still hope for a transfer to
England or even a commutation of sen-
tencs,

Avi is stlll seeking halp with lsgal
funds, that can be sent to:

The Avi Nofrel Support Natwork
P.C. Bax 2352
Guarneville, CA 95444

You can write Avl at:

ANafiel, #45287
Arizono State Prison
PO, Bax 5002
Douglas, AZ B5608

John Perotti
Update

OHN'S SITUATION CONTINUES
Jm worsan. Stll on hunger strike to

pretast years of isclation, John
can't hang on much lotiger, We've bean
asking folles to write and call the prison
and the governor and it seems to be
working., They are ebviously fesling a
Lit of pressure. John has been ap-
pointed a new attorney to look into the
abuse and harassment he's baen suffer-
ing. Now is the tims to lsan on them.
Floase call and write, telsgram, fax, etc.:

and write John and send your support:

Hism s AT e T e
P.O, Box 56
Lebanon, OH 45038
Anarchist
Irresponsibility

We received this Iatter in sarly April
from Bob MoGlynn (of Naither Eest nor
West fame). It's an open letter titled "An-
erchist Irresponsibility. ' Although [
don’t agres with the lettsr word for
word, I do agree with his main point. T
would guass that we are all “guilty” of

putting off something as simple as stter .

wiiting or phone calls with the sxcuse
that averyone slse will do it, we don't
oeed to, Well guess what? nobody iz
doing it. Maybe it seems ussless to call
wardens, politicians, write to prisoners.
It's certainly frustrating to write and
write end call and ... and nothing
changeas.

It's true that often we can't makes even
a dant. But by putting on snough pres-
sura in the form of letters, calls, demos,
8ic. we can sometimes forcs the prison
authorities to ease up, Wall anyway,
Bob makes the point pretty stongly, T
hope sveryons takss the need to do thess
things more seriously.

In the Jan. 91 [ssue of Love and Rags.

Jana :

ANTI-WARrior

Demands Amnesty for
Gl Resisters

The ANTI-WARror sent us a copy of their paper, it & "newslstter of
mulitary dissension and resistance”™ coming out of Berksoloy, CA. It's put out
indepandantly by military resisters, dealing mostly with disserters and resist.
ers to the U5 war in the Gulf. There are articles on the Camp LeJeuns

P and & by
currently AWOL.

ral registers who were discharged or are

[t= great that someone is trying to provide a forum for those kind of articles
and statements, but the best part is contact listings, something a Iot of
newslatiars lack, There are separate Lstings for the Camp Lejeuns prisoners,
prisoners who have filed for C.0. status, and a listing of contact groups. The
address for the newslstter i in the contact listings. They are sesking dona-

tions to continue publishing.

ABCranan article; "Rainbow Hawl, Ser-
gei Troyanski Solidarity Campaign,®
Rainbow is an ansrchist and Rainbow
family activist. Drugs were used as a
pretaxt for jailing him for his political and
rainbow family associations. He's 8 po-
litical prisoner. Readers were askad to
writs a letter supparting parale for him,

8o far only ten letters have been ra-
ceivad, only ona from a Love and Rage
reeder. No one inwvolved in Love and
Rage, AEC, or the Neither East nor Weast
milien has written.

This leads one to wonder if anyone out
there is respending to any of the other
simple requests made on the ABC and
0GB pages.

ot everyone has to do everything.

But only one letter from the Love and
fagra readerahip proves once more what
clowns and irresponsible flakes most an-
archists are.

A lack of self-assartion s the antithe-
gis of freedom. It's simple: Rainbow is
an anarchist, a political prisonar. Let-
ters do help some times, Just write - |
demand parcla of Rainbow Hawk" and
send it to;

Bob
S5t
BI'IH*H'I\, NY 11215

If anarchists can't even taks cara of
their own people, there's no_point to
calling oneself an anarchist of protend-
ing to ba active.

Hob MeGlynn

MAY 1991 » LOVE ANDRAGE = PAGE7



Ecology,
and Utopia

v P O Bromos
NCENSED OVER 1IN-
It:resseu' attention to envi-
rormental issues following
Ixst years' tweantieth Earth Day
anniversary, White House
Budget Directar Richard Dar-
man -snared: "Americans did
not fight and win the wars of
the 20th century to make the
world safe for green vegeta-
bles." Damman comtinied: *Be:
CAUSE B0 MENyY pacple are
self-proclaimed ‘environmen-
talists” the labe! is nolonger a
meaningful characteristio. It is
B green mask under which dif-
ferent faces of politico-sce-
nomie ideclogy can hide” (Newe
York Times, May 1, 1980), Just
who wears a “gresn mask, " and
what do thoy raally want? What
varying political philosophiss
apcormmpany differing shades of
green?

Green Masks

While ecology contains in-
sights of & potentislly revoha-
tionary character, little
threatening to Darman or oth-
ars of the nuling elite hides be-
hind the mask of conventlonal
environmentaliste such ag the
Sierra Club and Wilderness So-
clety. These major Washington
DC based environmental
groups prefer to out deals with
-the stats, preserving selected
wildemsss arens, whils imiting
public invobsment o ganding
them money, writing Congress
arin the caze of last year's Earth

changes. They never challange
corporate and state structures
which peérpetuate scocide.
Thus they are increasingly
viewead by corporations as allies
against groups like Earth First!
and the Student Environmental
Action Coalition making more
radical demands.

Corporations themselves don
& gresn mask Lo conceal their
complicity in ecological de-
strustion, as though proclama-
tions of "concern" for the
environment absolve them of
thair subgarviense to the grave-
or-dia imparative that is capital-
s,

Within this framework corpo-
rations must flercely compete
with each other, explofting hu-
man labor and the snvironmant
to make a profit. Green masks
do not just come cut for Earth
Dray.

Now every day is Earth Day,
especially shepping day when
coneumers are barraged by
“earth-friendly'" products. En-
wironmentallets are oftan quick
to join this charade, encourag-
ing “socially and ecelogically
regponsible” investment in
thege “good”’ corporations,
The basic problem with this
mainstream envircnmentalism
s not, as Darman wams, that it
hides a dangercus “politico-
economic ideclogy,” but rather
that it shares the ideclogy of the
system which created the eco-
logieal crisis in the first place.
Their green mask comes off
wiith a good tug. 3

The Wall Streat Action and
other radical actions arolind the
country challanged the view
that environmental problems
are our fault, sasily solved if
only sarparaticns and mdividu-
als would be a Little more re-
sponsibla.  Radical Earth Day
actions asserted that an eco-
logical movement can not suc-
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maldng individual lfestyla

cead i Imited to personalistic
solutions like recpcling and
buying “green" prodiots, but
must mstead challengs the ba-
sig of the ecological crisis in hi-
erarchical society, implicating

capitalism, the state, and per-
haps more difficult to immedi-
ately comprehend, our very
way of understanding relation-
ships among humans and be-
twesn humans and natura.

This year's Earth Day again
saw militant scological actions,
but thers has y=t to be created
the type of sustained ecological
movament which can stem the
tide toward an increasingly irra-
tlonal, self-destructive society.
The system's destruction of
people and nature was shame-
lessly demonstrated by the day-
astating Gulf War. It is the
same system which. in less
spactacular forms, daily de-
privas pecple of a decent life
The Bush Administration's
plans to continue dependenca
on fossil fuels, opening up tha
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
in Alaska snd parts of the East
and West coasts to oil explara-
tion, in addition to spesding up
the review process by Hmiting
public comment on building =
naw gensration of nuclear reac-
tors, further proves the sys-
tam's irationality, driving us
towards social and ecological
catastrophe.

The recent Earth Day is
meant to focus our attention on
tha Barth. If we are to avert
catastrophe, we must ask what
this imphies, both looking back
at humans' historic relation to
the natural environment, and
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looking forward in the utopian
thinking of pogsibility Ernst
Bloch referred to as the ‘‘not-
yet-conscicus: the wished for,
the anticipated better lifa, in
payehology end material

terms" (Principle of Hope, Vol. I,
. 13},

The Anficipated Better Life

The rebellions of the 19608
were initiated in the U8 by the
astruggles of African-Americans
to galn civil rights and later
Elack Power, given additicnal
momentom by white middie-
class students’ rejection of a so-
ciaty which provided them with
lavels of material abundance
never experienced before. At
the time, meny spoke passion-
ately of creating utopia, a
"post-agarcity” society in
which the subjective desire for
freadom was matched by objec-
tive matarial conditions. Utopia
was no longer “no place,” (from
the Greekoutapia) but vwas now
the achievable “good place”
{from eutopia).

In “Ecclogy and Revolution-
ary Thought." in 1965, spoial
theorist and activist Murray
Bookchin wrote, "the anarchist
concepts of a balanced comrau-
nity, a fack-to-face democracy,
a humanist technology and a
decentralized gociety ... are nat
only desirable, they are also
necessary. They belong not
only to the great visions of (hu-
manity's) future, they now con-
stitute the preconditions for
human survival...What was
once regarded as impractical
and visionary has become emi-
nently practical. ™

| Thin

Many belisved rawclution
was right around the cormer.
Franch studesnts and many

workera raised the cry "All
Fower to the Imagination,”
nearly toppling an advanced

capitalist country. Revalitions
and revolutionary movermnents
wares underway all over tha
wiatld, and with the US losing in.
Vietnam, many suspected that
US imperialism might be just a
"paper tiger."

The US lost in Vietnam but
revolution at home naver fol-
lowed. The New Left devolved
into a sickening menu of anti-
quate, autheritarian Marxist-
Leninist sects, while the T8
ruling elite began reasserting
ite domestic control. Many ac-
tivists dropped politics. De-
spite the failure of the 19608
movements, the period
spawned the women's and gay
liberation movements, in-
creased pride and eome gains in
civil rights, though not eco-
nomic power, for African-
Americans, and an environ-
mantal movement

Nowr, ten years into right-
wing Presidential Administra-
tions, and a sustained assault
on the structural and cultural
gains of the 19608, radicals’ an-
ticipation of a better lifa have
largsaly faded. Despite the
strength of contemporary
groups like Mew York ACT UP
and Cuser Nation (the leading
edge of U8 soclal movermants)
opporiticnal groups as a whaols
lack a shared arena of discus-
gion, let alone s shared analysis,
strategy or vision of a new soci-
ety.

king,

Utopia is seldom on the Ups of
radicals at the bamricades. Wa
meve along, planning participa-
Haon in the next demonstration,
writing leaflete, holding forams
and organizing local groups and
larger networkz. Despite the
importance of this work, many
anarchiste invelved in social
movements have roeduced the
utopian project which is anser-
chism to ke eping pace with left-
igt arganizers, their noses to the
grindstone, seldom looking up
to s&e where they are going,
much less to ask if we might be
headed in the wrong direction,

Anarchism has always de-
manded the impossible, offer-
ing a comprehensiva critique of
sociaty, while uncompromis-
ingly holding out the pos=ihility
of utopia. ¥et teday, much of
the young, re-smergent anar-
chist movement. while Teject-
ing the ewvils of this society,
offers little as and alternative
axcapt o fesl gquilt for being a
part of it andfor to destroy its
closest, most visible manifesta-
tions. While many lmow what
we are against, few know, ba-
yond vague intuitions, what wea
azefor, Vision ls lost, and many
wander without direction or
goli-identity; some instaad wait
for "leadership” to arise some-
where elss. Thmes blks thase
requirte we o step back, recon-
sider our assumptions, and in-
itiate a dialogue on tk

T
utopia to our radical wocabu-
Iary.

Crifical Thinking and Liopia

The study of history, theary,
and contemporary conditions,
essential to any emancipatory
movament, has become ex-
tremely difficult. . We Uve b oan
age in which critical thinking
(discouraged by aschools and
madia alike) and taking time to
read and reflect, is castigated
by so-called radicals as axercis-
ing one's “privilege,” even as
we can barely find time for it
amid jobe and erganizing af-
forte.

Despite the central role of
study to social struggles
throughout history, a self-de-
feating anti-intellectualism
which confuses theoretical dis-
cusslon and writing with the
privileged discoures of the uni-
versity, characterizing it as
“academic" and presumabily ir-
relevant, pervades much of the
anarchist activiet milien. Posgi-
ble insight is lost, as though
only that which can be easily
understood. or that which feels
right, can be true. To adopt this
attitude is to cut our own
throats, condemning ourseires
to forever lve with rage, while
nevar understanding our sita-
ation of developing possible
WAYS out

The world we live in is not a
simple cne, Nor are the increas-
ingly bleak aocial and acological
problems we face. To under-
stand them requires the devel-
opment of our ability to think
eritically, to think thearetically,
and to disentangle this process
from the indoctrination and ab-
straction characteristic of
schoal.

Lack of theoretical under-
standing is dearly evident in
the simplistic association of
scological politics with “the en-
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vironment,” an assoclation all
to common in the anarchist
community, A5 anarchists we
must axamine the degree to
which we share assumptions
sebout nature with those in
power, and the degree towhich
this undermines our project.
Az long ag anarchists perpetu-
ate the dominant sociaty's view
of nature as “out there" (memsly
changing our vots to “for” from
"ggainst” ) as & movement we
will lack a coherent under-
gianding of what is fundamen-
tally wrong with thiz soclety,
and what a fres sceiety might
Iock like.

A full exploration of nature
philozophy ie simply not poasi-
Lle in the space available. In-
stoad T will skhetch the contours
and lmplications of ecological
thinlking, challenging the
Teader 10 examine her or his
owT assumptiong, 2z vwell ag
my owmn, and to further study
the question (2sa the and of the
article for suggested readings).

Whet Is Netere?

When we think of ''nature”
Wi may imagine countryside, a
ity park, or a place we might
spend a weekend comping. We
may thinlk of rivars, the air, oran
endangered forest. Saldom do
wie Lhink of curselves, the city,
or culture. Like the separation
of men and women, "third
world”® ‘and “first,™ white and
Black, vwe also maintain & men-
tal dichotomy hetween hmans
and nature: - Although we may
know that humans evolved
from spea, for ingtance we aal-
dam realize the degrees bo which
humans are in fact a part of na-
ture, creating o charp cepara-
tion between ourgslves and
“nature"

Underatanding humans®
piace in nature 15 a firgt stop
toward grasping the ecological
crisis. Humans have developad
as an expression of tature over

b

thousands of years, | ‘tha

ideas thiough language and
create a rich culture. In this
sanse humans can be viewed as
a cofisccus part of natura. We
are nature thinlkdng about iteslf

This undefstanding of hu-
mans a5 seli-conecious’ nature
is based as much on philosophy
a5 on the study of natural his-
tory. As John Clark i The An-
archist Momant, points out: “Tn
the acheme of the evolutionary
dewvalopment of subjectivity,
humanity is "nature renderad
salf-conscions,” an ides dewal-
apad sxtensively by Hegel and
Marx. But for thoss thinkers the
concaption of humanity as uni-
varsal self-conscious is cor-
Tupted by the idsclogy of
domination and what (Murray)
Bookchin calls the “epistemol-
ogy oftale" (p. 218},

Bookchin, the leading theo-
rigt concerning the ralation be-
tween humans and nature, has
brilliantly explored the implice-
tions of ecological thinldng for
radical politics, calling his pro-
jact social ecology or eco-anar-
chism TIn Bookchin's main
wiork, The Ecology of Freedom,
he cutlines the emergence of
hierarchy and the problems of
hringing about a fres and eco-
lagrical soctety. He illumitnates
deeply ingrained patterns of
dagination, which he sees as
part of the dominant Westermn
epistemology. Epistemology
deals with our way of mowing
the world, Bookchin calls it
“mentalizing the entire realm of
axperience along lines of com-
mand and chediencs ... apiste-
malogies of rule® (p, 83

It iz here, at the level of spis-
temelogy, that we can bagin to
unravel the complex interrela-
tignships of humans' domina-
tion of ather humans and the
COmSCious attempt to dominates
nature  As Bookchin stresses,
“tha State has a long histary —
not only institutionally but alsc
paychologically (p. 94} The

maodern State grew out of ear-
lisr forms of hierarchy and
domination. Control throwgh
command 15 what various forms
of demination have in comman.
The State, capitalism and patri-
archy ars elaborate systemsa
and institutione with a minoricy
in control. The command of
men over women, white over
Black, capitalist over worker, is
axtended to the attempt by rul-
ing slitee to control neture to
increase theair power.

The attempt to contral natmre
developed in relastionship to
coartain humana' gubjugation of
other humans. In its =arly,
rather benign, form the attempt
to.gontrol natore involved pla-
oating "' spirits' or deities of na-
ture in order to appease them.
Tim Luke, drawing from the
work of anthropologist Mali-
nowsky, points out, "primal
mythe and rmals actually ars
an eperstionalist mode of think-
ing, medisting primsl peopla’s
afforts to contral or nflusnes
Mature” (Telog, No, 76). Eacly
attempte to dominata nature
eventually gave way to moro
destructive enterprises. As

Dorothy Dinnerstein states in

The Mermard and the Minotaur,
“As techndlogy has advanced,
and {men) havs felt mors pow-
erful; one part of this senss of
risk — the fear of antagonizing
({nature) — has abated. A
suphorls sense of conguest has
replaced it {p. 104},

Thus, as Bockehin maintains,
"Ag murh as any material de-
velopment, thesa epistemalo-
giea of rule fosterad the
development of patriarchy and
an egolst morakity in the rulers
ef gaciaty; in tha raled, thay fos-
tered a psychic apparatus
rooted in guilt and renuncia-
tlon, Just as aggression flaxes
our bodies for fight or flight, so
class societies organize our
psychic structures for com-
mand or obedience” (p.29).

Domination and hisrarchy :J;L

lution. They manifest them-
=alves not just in more
recognizable - j_ngt;:ltutiunal
torms, but also m ways of think-
ing. Thie highlights the mpor-
tance of changing consoious-
nees through study, discussion
and self-reflection as part of a
revolutionary movemant. The
SpPPRTENT Orisis i nanira MuUst
in fact be addressed in the
realm af sulture by confronting
interrelated forms of domina-
tion—uprooting epistemolo-
gies of rulae:
Culture, Nature & Hierarchy

Humans hawvse histarically in-
tervensad in nature to create a
“second nature,”" or calture.
Early haman cultura is baliswad
to have Ived relatively coopera-
tively — although not freely in
any meaningful esnga — with
great sengitivity to natmral
procesaes. As we have saen,
eome membersof various tribes
and clans began’ to dominate
others; men to contral women,
elders to control the young, et
With time, for example, sesnal
divigions of labor became hiar-
archically institutionalized, Al-
though we will probably never
knowr sxacthy how or when this
happensd, we can say for cer-
tain that forms of dommation
such as patriarchy hawa long
precaded the rise of class soci-
aty, Undsrstanding that domi-
nation preceded the emergence
of class society leads to the per-
spectiva that all forms of domi-
nation must bs opposad to
bring abeout liberation, rather
than simplistically adwvocating
that class is the “original sin™

Social ecology sesks to umn-
derstand the relationship be-
tween nature and culture, or
“firat” and “macond” naturs,
and how the current divisicm
betwaen. them can, through a
dynamic understanding of the
process of interrelationship, be
overcoms. We must confromt

the degres to which human cul-
ture has degradsd first natura,
hving I blatant disregard of
natural processes. But we alao
nesd to recognize the distinot
velue of culture within nature,
The social ecological project is
one of restoring halance to bath
ralations in society and those
betwesn culture and naturs.

To create an scologically in-
formed relation. batween cul-
ture and nature reguires a
rethinking of what we mean by
nature, especlally an undet-
standing of how humans pro-
ject dominant soclal relations
onto nature, Az Bloch polnts
out, “"The scncept of nature
certainly exprocses in the first
place the society in which it ap-
peais" |Erbschaltdiesss Zeit,
p.281) John Ely further davel-
ops the idea, “that coamaology ie
conceived in definite relation 1o
its respective gocial system "
by stating that thie view “ig
central to forming a2 coheremnt
emincipatory politics" (Reoee-
ing the Earch, p.6i). What,
theon, is a radical view of na-
ture?

Chaia Hellsr drawing from
Boclkchin's work, asserts that
"o radical view of nature.. .re-
gards nature as active, partici-
patory, &and continuslly
angaged in an cngoing process
of dewelopment out of which
emerges ever increasing lavals
of domplexity and diversity
Further, a radical view of na-
ture goes beyond the na-
turefoulture. dualism by
regarding nature and culturs
not as separate from each
ather, but as existing on a da-
welopmsntal continuum (3 dia-
lectic) in which culture is the
roalization of the potantiality
tor subjactivity latent within
naturs” (Renewdng, p. 155).

Viewing nature s an active
“subject," rather than an abjsct
o be manipulated, challenges
the dominant view of nature

h extends the oapi a

bor to, mature, i.a. as 8 “re-
source.” In oppoeition to the
notion of humans az subjects
relating to objects (naturel,
"Nature too iz a "subject’ and
the relaticnship therefore be-
twesn humans and nature, like
that between human beings s
Inter-subjectiva” {Ely, Ranaw-
Ing, b 571 Although we must
guaid against tendencies to ro-
manticize indigenous cultures,
Haudenosaunss John Mohawk
points out how their world-
views are far more scological
than those of industrial society
and can aid in the development
of an acoclogical senaibility:
"Traditicnal socisties are so-
clalized to existence In a spe-
cific place. That is to zay, tha
most Traditional socisties are
indigenous in the sense that
they belisve they belong in the
space they occupy, be that a
desert, a rainforest, or a hard-
wood forest., GCeneration after
genaration eaxpends energy
thinking about what it means to
be a people of a forest or de-
sert. It is not difficult to con-
trast that result with a poople
who spend their time thinking
about what ¥ means to be a
Nation-State which claims ha-
gemony over deserts and =ea-
shore” [Renswing. p.94).The
belief that one can control na-
ture has its origin in the control
of some humans by others,
such as the closely related pa-
triarchal practice of men con-
trolling women. As Ynestra
Eing draws the parallsl, “For
men raised in women-hating
culture, the fact that they are
born of women and are depend-
ant upon non-human naturs for
existence is frightening. The
process of objectification, of the
maling of women and nature
into “other” to be appropriatad
and dominated, is based on a
profound forgetting by men
They forget that they were de-
pendent on women in their

sarly helpless vears, and are de-
pendent on non-himan nanire
all thair lves which allows fist
for- chjectification and thern for
domination.. But the deniad
part of men is never fully ablit-
erated. The memory remains in
the knowledge of mortality and
the fear of womsn's power”
Parntly for these reasons King
explains that "ecology requiras
a faminist perapective. With-
out & thorough feminist analy-
eig of social domination that
reveals the intercennacted
roate of misogyny and hatred of
nature, ecology rémalns an al-
straction: it ie ingomplete. If

male ecological soientists. ancd
8 ‘deal

with misogyny, the despest
manifestation of natre-hating
in their own lives, they are not
living the ecological lives or cre-
ating the ecological society
thoy claim”  King firther ar-
gues that "The way to ground
a feminist critique of 'this cul-
ture and politics of abstraction”
iswith a self-conscious ecologi-
cal perspective that we apply to
all theories and stratsgissin
the way that we are learning to
apply racs and class factors to
every phase of feminiat analy-
sia" {Harhinger, Fall 1983}
Hars T have bagun to pregent
the complexity of the ecologrical
erigis and the degree to which
it stams from the erisls in goci-
ety. [ have referred to one of
the more obwious connections
betwesn a form of social domi-
nation (patriazchy) and the at-
tempt to dominate nature, This
is in order to demonstrate the
interrelation batwsen multiple
forms of domination and, the
following necessity to uproot
domination from our psychas
©Van as we credte 3 movemant
to end institutional forms of hi-
erarchy, such as the State. The
implication, then, of this parti=l,
and admittsdly largely undeval-
oped, presentation of eome of
the izsues is, as Clark points
aut, that “A precondition for
the achievement of harmony
with naturs is the atkainment of
harmony and balance within
soclety itself,  Machanistic ot
ganization based on political
and sconomic power must be
replaced by an organie comimi-
nity regitlated threugh commean
ecolodgical values and a commit-
mant ta a sornman life” (Renew-
ing, p.8) Boulkchin's work, and
that of eco-feminists such as
Heller and King, can aid the in-
dividual concerned not just
about “the environment,” but
in the potentiality of a Hbarazed
humanity lving in harmony
with nature, Bockchin's writ-
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ings over the last forty years are
assantial reading, As pralific as
he is, Bookchin is no piddling
academic, or armchair theorist,
He has played an active rols in
social movemente, from his
daysworking in a fectory, tothe
civil rights and New Left move-
ments, up to the scology. anti-
nuclear and Grean movemente
of today. Clark pointa to Book
chin's significance a3 a revohl-
tionist in that "his coneeption of
social change ig qualltatively
different from the standard
‘revolutionary’ ideclogiss,
which guecumb to varying de-
groes of mechanism instrurmen-

tallsm, and relbcation,  Given
N P P

sacisty, the true praject of buo-
manity mugt be the regenera-
tion of the organic fabric of both
=ociety and pature—as mind,
desira, and imagination are lib-
arated from the lagacy of domi
nation'" (Anarchist Moment,
D.227).

During his difficult recovery
from an aasassin's bullet, Rudi
Dutschke, 1980s Garman stu-
dent leader and close friend of
Bloch towsard the end of their
lives, eloquently captured the
utopian  element presented
hare! "The principle of hope
knowa a solution for every situ-
ation. Evary distress contains
its owen avercorming. . Unambyi-
guUoUS traces. remained; the
task was to link up with them
Ta live socially and not to re-
pross the guestion of death
probably is the best sign of
one's relation to history” [Telos,
Mg, 62 Summer 1282).

Further Reading:

Janet Biehl, Rethinitong Eco
Feminist Politics (Boston:
SouthEnd Fress, 1891).

Murray Bookchin, The Ecol-
agy of Froedom {Falo Alto:
Cheshire Books, 1982.) and

The Philozophy of Social Ecol-
ogy (Montreal: Black Rose
Books, 1990.)

George Bradford, “How Deep
is Deep Ecology?' Fifth Estate,
Vol 22 no1(Fall 1987) and “Re-
turn of the Son of Deep Ecal-
ogy ", Fifth Estate Vol. 24, No.1
(Spring 1989).

John Clark, &d., Renewing the
Earth: The Promiss of Social
Eeclogy {London; Greaen
Print, 13230.)

Don Davis, Ecophilosophy: A
Field Guide to the Literature
(Ban Pedro: B8 E. Miles, 1989,)

Tim Luke, “The Dreams of
Deep Ecology," Telos No.76
(Summar 1988)

Margn Piercy, Woman On The
Edge of Time (New York: Faw-
cett Crest, 1976)



oftes of Revolt

Working
on the
Railroad,
Again

ON MARCH 186 over 500 people
marched on the Coneord Naval Wean-
ona Station, source of close to 25% of the
bombe rained on Irag, on the two-month
anniversary of the war's start.

After a short rally at the gatherng
site, demonstrators toolr over the six-
lane Pert Chicage Highway and set off
for the base, a mils away.

Upon arrival, graves vware dug on tha
basge's lawn for the mock coffing labelled
“Made in the USA." which had been
camied as a symbol of mourning for the
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi war
dead.

But today we were not going to ba
=atisfied with a purely symbolic protest.
No sooner were churke of sod dug up
than they went fiving at the base's wall,
neatly dislodging the 16-inch metal Ist-
ters spelling out Concord Naval Weap-
one Station. -

- & Folding ladd e ER s
attampls were made to scamper over
the barbed-wire fence surrounding the
base.

When these were unsuccessful, the
crowd gathered around the rallroad

tracks leading off-base. What followed
was an amazing display of the power of
collective improwvisation. The shovels
brought for the symbelic grave-digging
were put to work removing the gravel
track-bad. Bpars ties were guickly found
and inserted under the tracks, which
people began to fump on, t0 pry up the
rails

Realizing their special ability to con-
tribiste, a numther of large wimmin soan
toak a prominent rols, gleafully chanting
“We're fat, wo're mean, we don't eat
Lean Culsines|”

Then somscne discovered that large

on a tiw-plate were removed.. and there
ooes a soection of reil! At least for a short
while, there'd be no mere bomhbs coming
vut of Concord,

African-
American

Sailors
Charged

With Mutiny

Twao Afican-American sailors, Ab-
dul Shaheed and James Moss wers
charged by the US Navy with “urging
disloyalty, mutiny or refusal of duty” on
Jarmary 18, The two men are charged
with sabotaging the aircraft carrier USS
Hanger catapult launch system and en-
gineering equipment and planning ta
kidnap the ship's skipper. & Navy officer
ackknowladged that ““there was no overt
act invalired. _Essentially they am baing
charged with making disloyal stace-
ments.”

Thae two eailore are both Musitms and
Moss had applied for Conscientious Ob-
jector status, Tha Navy claims that they
ware responding to a call by Baddam
Hussein to rise up against the US, This
case i&, to our knowladge, the firet as-
rnowledgement by the US military of
resistance to the wear within its ranks.

The USE Hanger waa the launching
paint for the fighter bombers that car-
risd out the maesive slavghter of flesing
Iragis on the highway fram Euwait to

Alive is
Dead

ALIVE, an international anarchist
newslettor launched last fall in Amstar-
dam will no lenger be published. The
need for a regular internationsl anar-
chist bulletin has baen felt by many for
somo time. Alive is onby the most recsnt

Democracy
{Continued from pags &)

A movement that is not traly
committed to building an
authentic human comrmunity
amongst its members can not
hope to understand what is re-
aquired to extend that project to
the whole world, that is, o
‘meakes revohition.

Qceasionally a callectiva
needs to step back, take a
breath, reassess, lick its
wounds, nurnure itself At all
times & collective naeds to be
conscious of its own internal
dynamics and how they might
be reproducing the systems of
domination the collective is
supposed to oppose. But we
should understand clearly that
the collective can not make the
revolution by perfecting itself
ag an anarchist island in the sea
of an authoritarian society.

The collective's greatest con-
tribution to humean freedom s
wha compels peopla to real-
{®e their subjectivity, to take ac-
tion to take control of their cwn
livas, to see pocial Telations az a
human construction that can be
transformed. That is to say that
the greatest comtribition the
pelitical collective can makes s
its pelitical activity, its partis-
pation in struggles that invelve
hundreds, thousands or mil-
liong of people.

The collaciive is an oTganiza-
ticn that is designed 1o get caer-
tain things done. That means
develeping and sharing the
elills that are necsssary for po-

litical organization: writing.
producing Hterature, running
meetinge, running an office,
public speaking and the often
intangible, but vital, skill of get-
ting people to work togethar.

The collactive should alvways
try to find ways to share these
skills so that it is both demo-
cratic and flexible. Many pec-
pla, for exampla, are intimi-
dated by public speaking. This
means that a lot of publie
speaking will tand to get dons
by the same people unlzss a
conscious effort is made to
share the skills invelved. There
is no shortage of good books
and articlas on public spealdng.
People should read these. If you
have a good speaker in your
group she should help other
people prepare and practioe
speaches instead of giving
tham all herself. Sharing sldlls
is an important part. of getting
things done.

Anothar part of getting
things done iz effectively dele-
pating responsibilities. Getting
things done means that not
every decision can be made by
the collectire as a whola after
an exhaustive two hour discus-
sion, That means that the col-
ive has to dewelop
machaniems for delegating
spocific tasks, and scome of the
decisions inwolved in those
tasks, o allar groups of peo-
ple. It is Important to rotate
task= and not to lst delegated
positions ossify into positions of
powar over the group.

At the same time it is impor-
tant to develop a decision mak-
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ing process that allows pacple
to thoroughly discuss the ques-
tiona that are important to
them. Part of delegating tasks
then means figuring out what
neads to ba dona and wiich of
those tasks pacple feel need to
ba talked about by the whaols
collactive,

Imtermal Educotion

People will join the collective
usually becauss they belisve in
what it iz doing. They often
coma into the collective with
widely divergent experiences
and undergtanding: This is a
good thing. If & comprehensive
understanding of revalutionary
anarchist politlos is a precondi-
tion for getting involved, the
caollective will become uniform
amd stagnant. It will exclude
people whase politics ars more
instinctive and it will thereby
axchude their distinct percep-
tons and sxperisncas.

The uneveness of different
peaple’'s political under
standing, howeavar, can hecome
a big problem. Those who are
mest knowledgeabla (or most
comiortable with their knowl-
dge] tend to dominate the poli-
af the group. Attempting 1o
address this simply by shutting
up the big mouths dossn't do
the irick, The collective needs
to take responsibility for & proo-
ess of internal political educa-
ticn that will empover
members who come into the
group without much kmowi-
edge of anarchist theory or his-
tory. Developing such & process
without reproducing the

authoritarian dynamics of
school can be very difficult,
What is essential is cvercoming
the mystification that tends to
artach itgelf to theory and his-
tory and to arm people with the
wkills to understand them on
their cwn. Study groups, dis-
eussion groups, and evan
classes are all ways that a
group might chooss to carry out
internal education.

Study and political discussion
are esgential compeonents in the
process of democratizing rels-
tione within the collective. A
group can develop both a seri-
ous feminist process and demo-
cratic structure, but if access to
historical and theoretical
Imowledge is not shared it will
not be a truly demoeratic group,

Feminiet process, internal de-
mocracy, trust and security,
and internal education are all
essential o building & strong
anti-autheritarian collective. In
the process of building a collec-
tive you will often retumm to
these tasks.

By considering them in ad-
wance you have a real adwvan-
tags when you actusily begin to
arganize a collactive

Geffing Started

Building a revolutirmary an-
arch collactive is an amhbi-
tious undertaking. Before
trving to pull together a collec-
tive it is important to identify ag
many pecpls as possible who
might be intcrested in jolniy
such an eifort. It is essential
from the start to wy to reach
beyvond your circle of friends.

Find people in existing activist
groups who sesm &6 share o
revolutionary and ant-suthori-
tarian perspective. Talk to them
one at a time. Give them some
literatura (the articles in this sa-
rids might be a good starting
paint) and find cut what they
think about building a rewoha-
tionary organization, -As you
idemtify pecple who are inter-
egted, find out if they knowr
ather peopls who might be in-
terested. Once you have found
a few people from different
soenes, sit down together and
plan a mesating. Talk to every-
body you want to come far
enough in advance so that they
can actually come.

The first few meetings will
probebly focus on developing
the identity of the colleéctive.
This will be an ongoing process.
Fou will alse have to pick a
name, s&t up a regular mesting
echedule, and pick a first pro-
ject, It is very difficult to really
develop & serious collective if
you meet less than weakly.
Anything more is generally too
to ask of a pew group. A
first project could be anything:
an aducational event, a spray-
painting campaign. a contin-
gent to a demonstration, &
pamphilet

VWhat is essential is that from
the start the collective partici-
pats in meal social strugglesand
that it develop a pub¥r prag-
anca that will attract new pes-
ple from cutside of its awn
gircle. Part of the idea = to get
people to come up to you and
ask "What ia this anarchist




in & series of such efforts that have
failed. H such a project i= to succoed it
wrill require more edvence preparation
and coordination ecross borders than
Alive.

From the
Petroleum
Broadcast
System

Ima classic case of the management
of puhlic apinion during the war the Buh-
lic Breadcast System planned to make a
rerelease of Frontline's High Crimes and
Misdemeanars by David Fannning and
Bill Moyers availabla to local PBS affili-
ates in March but withdrew the offer
because ths show might "undermine
the President's cradihility.

‘The show wae an Investigation of both
President Reagan's and then-Vice Presi-
dent Bush's invalvement in the
Iean/Contia affair.

This blatant supression of important
information was revealed in a memo cir-
culated by Steven Ashley and Jim
Scalem of PBS to local FBS affiliates. A
copy of the memo was oltainad by the
New Liberation News Sarvice.

The memo states quite explicitly that
“in light of the present circumstances in
the Gulf, we are withdrawing {the) offer
and our plans to refesd the episode at
this time." A message from Fanning and
Moysrs was included in the memo that
says “'..Bacause of the war in the Gulf,
we belisve it would be editorially and
Jounshistically imappropelate to air this
Program nawe.*

Spies .

r"/'" Among-Uf

THE STUDENT Environmsntsl Ad-
thon Coalition (SEAC) has been targeted

for corporate surveillance by a company
called MBED Issue Bessarch and Analy-
sis, MBD has compilsd & report on the
broad baged student group and their
“Catalyst’” conferance last October. The
report was sold to varlous corporations:
that have something to fear from groups
like SEAC, A temporary employea at ons
such corporation leaked the report to
SEAC.

The report is a hirid and parancid as-
saesment of EEAC. It is alse a useful
dacument for those who want to lsam
about corpomate survelllance, The report
expressed concemn that Closer coop-
eration between the grassroots move-
ment and student snvironmental
activiste could have adverss sffects on
maingiream environmeantal groups
which may find themselves outside look-
ing in at wibrant, more radicalized cam-
pusflocal community alliances that
exclude the Washington DC estab-
lishunent.” There is lots more of this kind
of stuff in the report, Got & copy from:

Threshald
B.O. Box 1168
Chopel Hill MC 27514-1168
tok.: [919) 96T-4600

Return of

The Black
Panther

THE BLACK PANTHER newspaper is
back. The first issue appeared this
spring. In a front page aditonal state-
ment the publichers explained that Tha
Bleck Panther is being published by the
Black Panther Newspaper Committes.
The committae is made up of former

the Black Pani
TR,
prominent voice of the revolutionary
wifig of the Black liberation movement
in the 1900s and thé The Black Pancher
was widely read back then.

The reappearance of The Elach Pan-
thar comas at a time of increasing mili-

* tancy and self assertion in the African-

American community. Support for the
paper already appears to be quite broad.

Articles in the first issuas include a
strong article on ATDS in the African-
American community that takes com:
munity leaders, churches and other
mstitutions to task for homophobia, a
scathing review of What Every Block-
man Shouid Know About the Black-
women, and alot of valushle Panther
history. The chronology of the Black Pan-
ther Party is an astounding account of
the repression the Panthers faced, The
decriptions of the survival programs of
the Panthers adds to our understanding
of a group that ie unfortunately best
kriown for its shoot outs with the cops.

The Black Panther will be published
guarterly. Anindividual subscription for
ona year is $10 frarm:

Black Panther Mewspaper Commiien
P.O. Bax 519
Berkaley, CA P4701-051%

Food Not
Bombs

O FRIDAY, March 22 SanFrancisca
Food Not Bombs membars ware (o acie
to support member Ksith McHenry, who
was being charged with contempt of
court. The charge wae dismissed. As
people were leaving the court goom, po-
lice arrested McHenry for a previously
discharged traffic warrant, inciting a
amall riot s Food Not Bombs meambers
attempted to block the stairwell,

Food Not Bomba has besn serving free
130d to Sen Francisco's homeless and
hungry for three years, They heve baean
consistently hanacsed by the city and
police for thel: efforts which have ex-

‘I‘a c:hallaugﬂ this harragament Foocd
Mot Bomba iz asking all their supporters
from acrass the coumtry to write lettors
to the mayor and district attornes de-
mending that all charges against Food
HNot Bombs members be dropped, that

the mayor meet with Food Not Bombs as
so0mn &8 possible to discuss ways of a-
solving their conflict with the city, and
that all harrassment stop immediately.

Letters should ba sent az soon as pos-
aible to:

Mayor Arf Agnos
Room 200, City Hall
400 Man Mess
San Francisco, CA 94102

-and

Arlo Smith, DA
Room 322, Hall of hesfice
880 Bryant Sireet
San Francisco, CA 94103

Firebombs
in Eugene

A\ SERIES OF firebombings and other
acts of sabotage have given Fugena,
Oregon the distinction of having sesn
the most militant resistancein the US to
the US war againet Irag.

The incidents bagan January 17 whan
two Molotov cocktails caussd nearly
$30,000 in damage after being hurlsd
through windows st the US Army Re-
sarva Training Center and US Marines
Reserve Center in west Eugene. Three
nights later, another Molotov was
thrown into an IRS office in north
Eugene. Another firebomb with a timar
was discovered outsids the entrance of
the US Army's Southern Cregon recrut-
ing headdquarters in west Eugene on
April 5. Bomb sgquad members “dis-
armad” the device by blagting it with a
water cannon. The ensuing explogicn
blewr the doors off the office's main en-
trance.

On April 14 a power pels was cut
dowwn and a bomb threat was callad in'to
EEZT TV, an ABC affiliate carying the
jingoistic “Welcome home, Americal™

~-&howr to hator the the

 US0 and retum:
ing troops wWhe obediently slaughtersd

300,000 Iragi people.

While fire bombings and cther acts of
sabotage took place around the country
we kmow of no other city that has exps-
mienced this lavel of clandestine resis-
tance to the war.

h

revolution stuff about any-
way?”

¥You should expect thers tobs
a number of false starts and pe-
riods of low participation befors
the collective gets off the
ground, The right mix of paopls
takes time to find and some-
times good people gat drven
away by mistakes that inevita-
bly get made. That's lifa. The
collactive should expect there
1o be good times when the cal-
lactive i= growing and dynarmic,
but also bad times when only a
handful of people come 10 meet-
ings and everything feels stag-
nant. Persevarance iz the key.
That doesn’t mean it is naver
appropriate to throw up your
hands and start over again. But
the collective = an attempt to
hufld & bridge between what iz
and what could be. The fact
that there are difficulties
shouldn't chacuite the necessity
of malking the eollective work,
Tha bridge must still be built,
even if half of it just collapsed,

Dme of the main activides of
the collective 8 building iteelf:
dewsloping its politics; bringing
new people in, developing its
Etructure to accommodato
larger numbars of peopls and to
sustain a highar level of activ-
ity. This should be explicit from
the start. The collactive neads
to grow from a handful of peo-
ple into a mass revolutivnary
moverment, That may seem liks
& hopaless draam when you
only havs fotis people at 8 mest-
ing. But it will never happen if
those four people aran't com-
mittad to it happeoming. That

meaneg not being ashamed
about deveting ensrgy o con-
wvincing people that the collsc-
tive is something they should
join. That means talking openky
about making anarchist revoia-
tion aeven if pecpls give you
fanmy looks.

The dewelopment of collec-
tive politice means more than
agsessing the situation, taking
collactive acton and reflecting
back on it. It is just as vital to
carry out collective study of his-
‘tory, aconomias, social, and po-
litical theary and a lot more,
Without 8 commitment to seri-
oue study and critical examina-
tion and resxamination of
Tevolutionary theory the colies-
tive can guits easily beoome a
dogmatic and self-contained
zect, The collective should
Study the various debates and
discussions that have divided
the revolutionary movement
aver the yaars, should study the
historical expeériencas that in-
form and were informad by
those debates, and should be
familiar with curtent debates.
That means atudylng not only
the wiitinges of various anar-
chist thinkers, but also the kit-
arature of movements we
dizagres with. It means devel
aping a therough under
standing of marxism in its many
forms, Eberation theology, paci-
fism, Islamic fundamentaliem
and many other ideclogiss that
command popular suppore
around the world,

A political collactiva is united
around politics. Thess may ba
adequataly expressed in the ac-

tivity of the graup, But, some-
times it becomes necessary for
the group to collectively de-
valop B written statement ex-
pressing its poinia of politionl
unity. This can be very valuahle
in determining who you want to
bring inta the group and who
you don't: who agrees with the
atated politics of the group and
wha dossn't.

On the ather hand you want
to aveid letting such atate-
ments take on their own life. If
youl take your ewn proclama-
tlons too serously pou will most
likely miss the many intetesting
ideas that will inevitably fall
cutside of your statement's
scope. The procoss of drafting a
statement—the debate and dis-
cussion of the identity of the
group-—may in fact be much
more valuable than the state-
ment itself,

Beyond the Polifical Collective

The political collective is a lo-
cal ofgarszation. But that does-
o't ‘mean it doegn't have
relations with and respongibili-
ties to the larger mowvement.
The collactive is not an end In
itself, it is & step in a lobg proc-
ess of building an authentically
anti-authoritarian revolution-
ary movement,

The locel political collsctive ia
the precurssr of regional, na-
tional and international anac-
chist political structures,
crganizatiene that can ooordi-
nate. their activity ao that it
minst effectivaly challenges the
institutions of authoritarian so-
claty. Strang, sacure, local pevo-

lutionary anarchist political col-
Iectives are the cornerstones of
any future revolutionary anar-
chist organization beyond the
locel lewel,

That is to gay that the polit-
cal collectives have the respon-
aibility for developing the
foundations for such an organi-
zation,

The collectives have to make
orpanizational activity beyond
the local level & subject for regu-
lar discuesione. The collactives
have a responsibility for devel-
oping regional networks that
can help other groups and indi-
viduals in their regions get beat-
ter organized

Collectives alsc have a re-
sponsibility for taking the mitia-
tive around particular issues on
e.naticnal or continental basis,
That 1= to say that in the ab-
semce of a larger organization,
loeal collectivas should take the
initiative in calling for actions or
CAMPAIgNS in Tesponse to world
EVEnls

Tha collectives need to com-
mut themsalves to bullding net-
works that link together
geographically disperssd anar
chist activists and transforming
those networks into structures
that can coordinate avtivity and
that remain accountabls to
their bese inlocal communities.

Local collectives aven have a
responsibility to communities
where there are no known anar-
chist contacts. When struggles
break out in places where there
aran't any knawn anarchiste, lo-
cal collactives should organize
to send peapls there to make

contacts, to find out what is
happening and to get that indor-
mation out to the anarchist
movement at large (a newspa-
per, ot other regular publication
iz an essential part of this proc-
ass).

Even if this doesn't result in
an explicitly anarchist contact,
it helps connect the anarchist
movemsant to the actual strug-
gles that are taking place.

It is a fact that collactives will
be arganized in certain cities
long befors they get started in
ather places.

Different citiea and towns
hawve ditferent palitical cli-
mates. This uneven davelop-
ment of the movement places
special responaibilities on
strong local groups in relation
b wieaker groups and scattered
individual anarchist activists.

Pecple who ars active In ar-
eas that are difficalt to organize
inneed support from areas with
more-establiched groupe, They
need pecple tocome and wisit
them, to correspond with them,
ta do defense work if they are
arreated, to halp them find
ather people in their area and so
an.

The crestion of 8 revolution-
ary anarchist orgs.m_zatl.ml.'ﬁﬁm
includes a number of strong Jo-
cal collectives as wall as
waaker groups and individual
activists 15 essential if revolu-
tonary anarchism 15 to become
a wiable movement that can
spoak to oppressed people
every corner of this society. The
next and last artcle in this se-
ries will focus on that tagk.
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On Gogol Boulevard

MPz and Senators. [ will send you all
further info about our campaign feg-
larly—about once a month. You can use
it frealy as you want.

Now Poles
Take On
"Civilian
Service

URING THE MID/LATE '80'S

the Polish Freedom and Peace

mowvement ; (WiP) feught for and
won the tight to do “civilian service” as
A way to aveid a stint in the military.
Many groups argund the ; world aided
WiP, including us here at OGB/Neither
Fast nor West, Anarchists in both east
and waest played a8 prominent rale in the
CRIDpaig.

Now they are batiling forced civilian
service and conscripts ere deserting.
Owur WiP anarchist friend from Poland,
“Patyczak” (Grzegerz Kmita), writes us
of resistance organized by the Social De-

_fense Against War and Violence group,
-where ansrchists again are taking a

leading role:
Hello OGEI

Here I sand you xerox copias of dec-
larations of 3 people who have deserted
from civilian service and a copy of the
declaration of our campaign Social De-
fense Against War and Violence, The
gituation of civilan service in Poland

starts getting worse and militaristic ten-

dengies in the society increasa - we think
it is the last moment to start doing some-
thing serlous about it.

We would like to create a soctal force
wihich weuld be able to stand up to mili-
tarism, proposing as an altemative - so-
cial defanse. Our main aims and
foundations are printad in our Declara-
tlon, Wia printed 1200 copiss of our info-
pulletin - I send you one. Wa give it to
people for free of they pay what they
want, We distribute it mainly in Poznan,
it we sent many to other towns, mainly
to people from WiP and FA (Anarchist
Faderation) - we sxpect them ta join the
campaign. Wa also try to gain the sup-
poit of some peopls who are known and
raspected by public opinion; even their
formal suppeort - I mean, thelr signatures
undar our Declaration can help us a lot.

We in Poland get used to making sim-
pla - acti guch as pick demon-
strations, etc. Now such forms of
activity are lataly inethecti i
ther society nor the authorities pay at-
tention to them, evarybody is
indifferent, so the only way for us is to
gtart to prepare something bigger, justa
campaign—iong wave and planned ac-
tivity on various fields and levels. Sao far
we've released #1 of our bulletin, every-
day we held a walking picket at the
Maticnal Headquarters of the Air Fores,
we send informaticn abroad, we try o
inveive pesple from other towns to do
our action and to spread info through
official mass media (so far we've man-
aged with local a radio station and a
nEwWSpRper).

Wae also wiote an open letter to all
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“Patyczak”
Grzegorzs Emita
Dorynkowsa 598
Poznan, Poland

{Patyczak s also a contact for punka
in Peland and speaks fluent English and
Danish.}

The declarations of the throe desert-
ers &nd a list of otheis is available for an
SASE from:

On Gogol Boulevard
cf'o Bob McGhynn, 528 5th 51,
Brooklyn MY, 11215

The fallowing is the text of the Decla-
ration of the Social Defense Againet War
and Vinlance Campaign in Poznan on
December 1, 1930:

We consider war to be acrime against
hurmanity, We don’t support any of ts
forms and we start a campaign which
has the sliminaticn of all reasons for war
as ita main aim. The campaign is a form
of cooperation of individuals participat-
ing in various pacifist and anti-militarist
movements and crganizations. We be-
lisve that through our individual Involve-
ment we will manage to spread a new
way of thinking about the role of the
army in the state end about pessihilities
of defense with some other than military
ways of fighting.

We began Social Defense Against War

Patyczak

and Viclence in order to:

1. Shorten civilian service, which, as
a result of remiceness in competsnt de-
partments of the Ministry of Naticnal
Defensge, Ministry of National Education
and Mindstry of Employment and Social
Folicy, lasts incomparably longer than
military service (for studsnts—a4
months in relation to 5 months of mili-
tary servige, for basic service—3G
months in relation to 18).

2. Release unconditionaliy all desert-
ers, who were Imprisoned on the
grounds of the regime law, and give
them a right to cases at civil non-mili-
tary courts.

3. Putan end to lawless and scandal-
ous proceedings dons by the Military
Headquarters of Supplemant and by Re-
cruitment Boards, The Social Defenss
againat War and Violence campaign will
also try to initiate a discussion on intro-
ducing two new articles to the new con-
gtitution: to guarantee a possibility of
the refusal to carry a gun, also in a case
of armmed conflict, and to ban the use of
the Polish army beyond the border of our
own country.  Wa see future Poland as
& neutral country with the srmy reduced
to & minkeum, just if its existence will o
of any use at all.

We ask all gocial-political groups and
crganizations to support our campaign
inwhols or &t l=ast its three basic ponts.

Lodal Deberne Against
Wor and Violencs Campaign

'S Jorwita
Twisrzymiecka 7, pok P-2
Poznan, Poland
(OGB/NYC-Neither East Nor West

1981

asks that sclidarity letters be sent to the
abowe address) Jaroslaw Urbanski/An-
archist Fedaration, “Objector” Associa-
tion; Elzbieta Oledzka/Freedom and
Peace Movement, War Resistors Inth
Rafal Kasprzal/Amnesty Int'l, Grzegors
Kmita/Anarchist Faderation; Andrzej
Wolyniec/Freedom and Peace Move-
ment; Macla] Malecki/Objector Associa-
tion; Andrzej Tuszynski, Piotr
Eyule/Eropotkin Anarchist Group; Fawel
Ewiatkowski/Eropotkin Anarchist
Group; Malgorzata Krukowska/Freadanm
and Peace Movement,

Slovenian
Alternative
Scene

Yo NEITHER EAST NOR

West's friend Marko Hren from

Slovenia, Tugoslavia, recently
sent us 8 twalva page report. Below is
a hrief summary. For a copy of the entire
report, send §2 to Bob MeGlynn, 538 &th
st., Bklyn, NY 11215

In the capital city , Ljubljana, the Cen-
tar for the Culture of Feace and Nonvio-
lence has opened, complete with a
library and & computer smuggled from
Naw York City. The Center ks camently
looking for an internaticnal velunteer to
staff it for & year or so who knows at
lzast english and spanish. Those inter-
eated should talk to Saso Gazdic, who
regularty works there, (S8ee address and
phons at close of article)

During Slovenia's April 1930 first
multi-party slections, Marko Hren ranas
“an independent candidate of the New
Soctal Movements (pacifist, feminist,
esmancipator. gay, leskian, rock, subcul-
ture, drugs, alternative approachas cons
carning paychiatry, medicines,

nealing..Ble. ). Ib was 8 Jot affun and.

the basic achievement was that we pro-
moted our issues in the political arena.
An indicatlon of how seriously such al-
tarnativists are taken cam# in the form
of President Milan Eucan's invitation to
Marko to be a consultant on security
iggues. Previously, the alternative
movements operated undar the protec-
tive umbralla of the official Communist
Youth group, but have now fresd shem-
gelves from its covar, in the procass se-
ricusly vexing the youth group who ran
as the newly formed Liberal Party, Tha
alternativiztz additionally helpad to
form a “Parliasmentary Commission for
Peace Politics ",

O of the cantral lssues, and the prin-
cipal election theme, of tha altarnativists
iz the abolition of the army (Slovenia
Without an Army group).  The Liberal,
Green, Communist, and Socialist parties
all support the altematlvist's anti-mili-
tary platform. In fact, the majority of the
government actually andorses the con-
copt, but wants Slovenia ti hawva ita owm
military (autoncmous of te federal ona)
for a transitional pariod undl the situ-
ation in the Balkans settles.

The altemativists have succeed in
drafting & new "quite liberal" law con-
cerning conscientious chjectors. At the
moment, a de facto agreement exists
that no GO will be conscripted if he/she
epplies to a peace group or to the Minis-
try.

Finally, the Network for Meteltova
formed recently, bringing together sev-
enty different groups. Metelkova is a
street in Ljubljane, on which the Central
Military barracks and headguarters are
Iocatad. The Network's stated ohjsctive
is to conwert the military buildings to
*Cultural, social, etc. purposes.”

Projech
The Center coordinates and runs
about ten projects of the Movement for
the Culture of Peace and Nonviclence. A
list of thoss projects is available from On
Gogol Boulevard.

c ek
The address of the Center is the con-

tact point for the following international
networks: War Resistors International,

ICOM-Internations]l Conscientious Oh-
jectors; Helsinkd Citizens® Assembly
Abaolition of the Army, Europs Without
Armies; Alpe Adra Altemative; The Cen-
ter for the Culturs of Peace and Monwio-
lence isin touch with over 500 groups
and individuals worldwide, Flaase sand
ug your new addresses and we will up-
date gur databass, We use Macintosh
and PC-compatible eguipment and can
roceive data on disks. Hopefally we will
hook onto Gresnnst by the end of 1550
The following groups share the same
address and telephone mumber within
the Center for the Culture of Peace and
Nonwviolance: Mevement for the Culture
of Peace and Nenviolence/c.o. Sago]
Feople for Peace Culture/c,6. Saso;
Women for Politicsd/c.o. Watasa, A group
for the socialization of peychiatric treat-
mentsfe. 0. Vito; A group for drag addicts
helpfc.o. Vite; Network for Metelk-
ovale.o lrena.
Dﬂwm‘ Il.ﬂllwy
The Center has a reference library and

axchive that is looking for contributions
of: periodicals, newspapers, nenwslat-
ters, pamphlets, and other literature, as
wall az your up-to-dats information.
cells for solidarity, and cooperation.
Send your htaraturs list

Canter For The Cullure Of Peoce

Ak Mormish
Masini trg 13, 41000 Ljubliona,
Skovenija, Yugeslavia
tel.+38-61-224456
Fan,+38-61-128887 Atin. Marko Hren
Gyro. Acenl. 50100-678-44002

Hungarian
Anarchist
News

S e Sl

“Hallo Heither East Nor West, Hops
everything iz OK with you and no one
got arrested for having demonstrated
against the Gulf War, Could you please
circulate this info in the newsletber? ®

Anarchist regards,

Lovs from BAC

{Budapest AnarchistGroun)
—Agnes

{Below iz a summation of thair double-
sided Anarcho-Info nevsletter

After a slow summer BAC is having
regular meetings again in Budapsst's
"Eotvos Klub.” On Sept, 29, 1930, BAD
joined with punks in an anti-nulitarist
demo of about 300 peopls demandmeg
the abolition of a1l armies. BAC joined
the Feminist Wetwork on Oct 9 and held
& 25 person piciet at the Polish Embaszsy
to protest Polish anti-abortion palicies
(anti-sbortion pressure is mounting in
Hungary also}. BAC accused the press
of “meking sarcastic remartis on pec-
ple‘s locks, rather than sesing their
peint.” On Nov, 23rd BAC squatted the
Gearman embassy [or five minutes in 2
show of solidarity with sast Berlin
squatters under siege. Seven BACers
protested the Gulf War Jan. 16 atv the
Iragq and UUS embaasias. OnJan, 25, thirty
people from BAG and the Faminiat Net-
work joined the werldwide protest
againgt the Gulf war by marching from
the Iregl to the US embassy.

BAC reparts that pro-war propaganda
dominates the media. Some large na-
tional papers gave demo coverage,
“Some objective and pogitive. The TV
didn't miss to comment mockingly oar
action-—proving their own corrupted
narrow-mindedness.”

BAC has given cuite a faw media in-
terviews and says that "there's defi-
nitely & growing intersst in anarchist
ideas in Hungary.” They plan to cpena
Hbrary, an office, and launch a paper.

BAC wants contacts from anarchists
all over:

Budapest Anorchist Csoport
1399 Budapest Pf. 701,900
Hungary
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CARTA DE LOS

(Parte 1)

SQUATS DE BERLIN

El noviembre pasado hahisn
beatallas duras antre policia v los
"squatters” {oolonos que lesgal-
menle ocapan propisdades) de
Berlin (pare mas lea Amor y Ra-
hia Inere de 1881). Jeremy War-
Faw, de Berkiey, California
estaba alll. B! Texto que sigue as
una carta gque &l mandd a sus
amigos en su susio patrio. Es-

roja luminosa, una condicidn
exacerbado por miinabilidad de
participar en un estilo de vida
de fumar sin parar, fiesta hasta
lag § de la mafiana, dormisndo
hasta mediodia.

Hea Io que s=a una situacidn
mas sxtracrdinario ha surgidao,
lo cusl me encueniro ensimis-
mado completamente. Parece

ague, un todavia mas grande
camidn de acerd solide con
fuerte cafiones de agua de alta
pressifn mentado ensima. Det-
1ae de esto sentaron 10
camiofietas de policia cads una
con 10 a 16 policia anti-motines.

Teodos dicen gque ectos mu-
cachos son malos. Son todos
maAs o menos 53" 0 64", joven-

“Agqui hay un episodio cuando la violencia es
efectivo; tiene valor valor instrumental.Sin
pierdras los squats estaran destruido.”

taba escritc en dos paries. El
primer tiene fecha de lones , 12
noviembre, 1950 y &l segundo,
wvernes, dis 15 de nmoviembre,
1850, Esto es el prifmer parte,

POk Jerpsey Wandaw

ILLTE, ESTOY EN BER-
B e ahwora, despues de una

semans corta en Nueva
York ¥ Massachusoetts con
Martha v mihermano. Daspuss
de algunas dificulades, yo fue
deaspuesta & encontrar Andrei
E. on un "sguat” (edificio ocu-
pado sin titulo por colonos)
grande en Ereuzherg en la calle
Lubinestrasse, Hay hasta &0
‘person=s en dos edificios, jun-
tados por un puents de suspen-
sion tombaleando  custro
traimoe por ensima del suelo,
Tambien viviendo alli es Andred
5., quien fue muy amistoso, ¥
una mujer de Canada quien sl
W,

Los "souatters' aqui no aon
muy amistoso en general.
Comoun extranjero lo dijo " Ber-
lin e frio en casi todos' aspec-
tos."

Fero, ellcs, 2in embargo hah-
lan algo de Inghes asi que pode-
MOs COmuicar,

Anoche unos guantos de nos-
troe vinieron a Meinzaerstragss,
an Berlin del este, para rondar
an un’ bar en uno de las
“squate™.

Hay mée de 130 equets en
Berlin del este pero scloun poco
quedan en Berlin del Oeste,
come el en gue yo estoy,
Muohos de los aquats lano de
grafito, Henen pusgueias tav-
arnas de sotano, donda genta
viene & beber ¥ fumar, futnas,
fumar, escuchando musica
Amaricana de "Rap”. Hay 12
squats en una fila en el calle
Mainzerstrasas, una fila im-
pragionante ds= edificioa ‘de 5
tramos vestidos en banderas y
ineigniae politicas. A hay al-
gunoe bares, un café/centro de
informacion; libreria anar-
EIUSTA, K.

Los squatiors Son mas que
nada de Berlin occidental v,
oomo ustedes qus sstuvisron
un Barlin antes sabun, ellos somn
“punk” on el extremo, @0 Sl
estilo de westic ¥ pele, joveria
Tambien hablan del "uni-
forme"; botas negras, pantalo-
nes negros, una amalgame de
susterss (oscuros, Iotos) co-
hisrto por una jaqusta negro de
cuaedo abusado, "kaffiya” sobra
s1ua cuelios, cabezas afeitados,
o pailo colorade o corta o largs
“drea Y (mechénes) gue
tambien pusden ser oolorado.
Clare, no me siento de moda en
mis pantclones de dril ¥ jagqueta

que este mafiana la policia de-
salojado tres squats alrededor
de Mainzer Str. (Antes habia
un# diferencia bastante grande
entre la policia del este y ds
Alemania del ceste, con la ven-
taja en brutalidad, severidad,
agresion, viciosided yendo a los
Alemanss del cesta). Un cuento
gqua escuché ee instructivo: EL
ano pasado vinieron desalojar
un squat de mujeres. Deapues

de hechar a todas | clierraron las
puertas y se pusieron en frente
del edificio. Sin saber lo ellos
habinuna entrada de el techo ¥
casi todas de las mujeres sim-
plemente fueron de atrds del
techo ¥ redcuparon su casa, Al
entrar hacieron un letrero dici-
endo: "Policia 1, Squatters 1" ¥
lo aguantaron afuera de 1a wen-
tana. La policia solo miraron.
despues se largeron. Solo hen
sldo ordenados a tomar el squat
una vez. no doa vecas, por €80
s han ida. Sin embargo, clare,
dezde reunifleasidn (como un ti-
gre ge reura con gu victims) la
policia oriental, como la militar,
veaser eliminado. Bueno, atrds
en Kreuzberg alguien nes df la
noticis, diciendo nos o ir o Main-
zer para ayudar defender lo.
Cuando legamos: alli habian
cianios de personas en las
callep, del estile autonomen-
mascaras negras cubiendo la
cada. En unladodela calle bol-
ga= para la basura fueron ax-
propiado: del =solar das
constiucidn ¥ la esquina, una
interseceidn "T", baricadas
pequefias fue conestruido de
cuslguier cosa gue estaba a
mang: hasura, cascols, med-
ara etc. Mientras tanto Ia
policla blogquearan un interses-
cidn, Perg guedaron atrdas por
algunos blogues. Santado en'la
calle fus "de Fanzer”, un mos-
tro tangue verde, con el filo de
una smpijadora en {iente, Die-
tréds de eso, habhis un cafion da
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21,2223, de bien fisico, ares
umrarcialas, atc,

Sea lo que sea, por mucho ti-
empo nadie sabis =i la policia
iban atscar. Construimos bard-
cadas, empezamog a romper [a
acers de guihamo, que nos de-
jarom con plerdras que se podia
nsar para tirar.

Estaba muy clare guae la
policia no tenian plan de desa-
lojar los colonos de Mainzar-

strasse, v & este punto yo creo
fque ellos han acabaron con la
laena do este mafana con los
desatnciones de antes. Ahora,
claro, ia situacion se ha pussto
ma complaja,

iEstaban los polizantes dis-
‘puesto a capitular solo para
affontar UnE eMEenszs MAas se-
rio- la perdida da la calla a la
genta?

Casi todos que wiven en &l
squat "Lubi" estaban allf y ten-
fmos un reunifn para deaidir
cue hacer, Clars nosotres abao-
lutamente tenian gue protecger
loe seguarts porgue sabimos, que
8l no podemos parar les en
Mainzerstrausse no podamos
parar los en ningun sitic. Tal
afeglo, cestas do pierdras
fueron arrastrado al piso de ar-

riba ¥ puestas en los balocones.
Primero decidimos quedar
adentro, Mo al momento gue
la gente que vivian agqui nos dijo
que No querian tirar pierdras,
fuimos a la calle.

Llegemos & Hempo para en-
contrarnes con la mejor de Als-
mania cccidental, cada unoc
aguantande un blindaje de
plexiglds. No estaban ata-
cands, solomente tratando de
segurar un interseccion fuera
de Msainzer. Buseno, tentativa-
mente al pringipio, algunas
plerdras fueron tirado, entre
cantos de "policla fusra” am-
pazamos 4 bombardear g forzar
los fusra de la calle.

iTiros! j3as! Humo hlancao,
=abor de pimlenta en mi boca,
pero no tan mal. Entramos oor-
riendo & un suat ouando viene
un cafion.de agus. De los bal-
cones y techos un diluvio de
pilerdras ¥ botellas, ro haciendo
dano al cafion, pero no dejando
al esquadron avanzar. Gritos sl-
LE empezan cuando.un *molo-
tov" sxplote—golpe directo—
¥ en cima dal cafon hay fuega.
Paro no por mucho tiempo v
paraceque hasta las hombae de
fuego son incapez contra tal
mauineria.

L0ue a8 efectivo? Baricadas-
grandes. Trincheras on la calla;

e MIGRtANSS grandes de tierma v

basura. Ast cue, el tabajo em-
pleza y contlnua tode ol nocha,

Cuanda viene la hora dal
proxima. atague, horas
despues, hay bari ‘B0 todg

grandea, coches volcade, hasta
um tractor enormo e ex-
propiado de un =solar de con-
struccidn cerca de agui.Fue
bien usado, conducidetorpe-
mente al principio ¥ despues
con mas habilidad por un anar-
quista con mascars, que lo con-
duce hasta agotamiento
{hombre o maguina, no =8} ¥
luego tambien &l tractor Lega a
a1 una baricada.

¥ ahora esperamocs. (Van a
atacar? 40 mejor dichao
cuando?

Yo suspecho que el atagque va
ser por la mafana, cuanda la
policia estan descansado,
cuandoe allos pusdaen Ver major.
Comemos, cagamos, &85
cuchamos el radio. La gents
militane de Lubbi no constol-
ven baricadas. Amasan pier-
dras y patral. El muids del cafion
v el motor diesel del Panzer se
oye antes de ver los'y sabemaos
oue la policia hen suelta. Bpm,
Opm, quien saba. Casi todoa
wan g la calle; yo al techo con 5
o & otros a mirar cusndo el
cafon entra en combate con el
Auntonomen. El cafion ge dauna
vueita por el blogue, Yiens par
agul v tiran agua (con gas lac-
rimagens hechade), Policia an

Tade dol Strancse, tinchoria—

camiofigtas con latas de gas,
que chispean cuanda vusian,
explotan en el aite y bailan en el
piso con humo dafioso. Gente
buscanda los v tirando los atras
a la palic’ia casl como lo gue
vimos de los anos 60's.

Un tren fue parado w Lm-
pedido, cierrando esta entrada
particular. Altawocas del poliola
nos informa que log sguats da
Mamnzarstransse no van ssr de-
sahugiado, solo guisren abrir
Ias calles. Y luego, slios atacan
otra vez, por la otra entrada, ¥
es nuestia tumo,; de Jos techos,
a tirar clentos de plerdras, tejas
del techs, ladrilles de chima-
neas alas filas de policia; amon-




tomarom juntos en un formacidn
verde, escudos subido, pierdras
cayendo a sus piez, por encima
da sus cabezas, unc se va al
piso. Gritamos. Foes herido,
Hombres sstan titando cohetes
da botellas, ¥ cohetes de
pefialas de piatolss que normal-
mente sobrépasa 51 marca, son
deficil a controlar, pero subenla
emocién, la parenoia de la
policia. Blios disparan granadas
de gas lacrimégenc que normal-
IMente van por Enama Y mas
alla de nosotros pere obros casn
e el canal para 1a Uuvia de bajo
d= noeotros enciarrando nos en
miebls. Demasiado. Ojos gue-
mandn, pulmones ¥ gargants
ezcaldudura. Mo aguanto.
tengo que it adentro. Tambien
efloy asustado de ser pegado
con uns lata de gas- pueden ser
mortiferos, site cojan en la ca-
baza, ¥ ya dos han venide sarca
Voy adentro. abajoa la cocina
en el piso de abajn ¥ ef surreal.
Estoy sudando, von mascara,
vios cemados, cansado de ls
batalla v e5 tranguillo, calienta.
claro. Resplro, v al techo otra
vez, Todavia el Panzet no ha
rampide las baricadas prane-
ras Mainzer es nuesuo,
#hora alguncs Melotovs
fueron lanzade del techo v los
clentos an la calle gritan porgqus
el Panzer esta lene de fusga v
dura un mimuto para gua sl
cafion se ensiende sus mangas
vy para el fuego. Un grito més
alto cuando otro Molotow, bien

apuntads, vusle dantro de una
linea de policie rapidamente ro-
tirando, pero no bastante
rapide porgque fuesge coge uno
de ellos por un momento, pero
gl parece estar bisn.

Ahora abajoalacalle aencon-
trar amigos, porgque la policla
han dejado de tratar de romper
egta baricada y estan tratando
de wenir por una esllajusla por
encima de un edificio de aparta-
mentos. Ellos también retiran
porgue tramos pierdras paro no
sin dafio, coma ellos titan piar-
dres también- v casi todos de
nosciras no tenemos cascod o
rellens, solo jaquetas de cuedo
v pantalones,

Pinalmente, la policia se van,
Una tienda de licores ha sido
saruieado ¥ alponas otras tisn-
das tenian sus ventanas rotas.

Canzado wolvemoes a Lubis-
mausse & dormir,

Lin procima mafiana volvemos
& Var qii¢ namos creado: barica-
das dured, hondas en 3 o 4 hlo-
ques, CAscote por todo, pierdras
par toda la calls, la= cajas de
basura tirados, todo gris v
maorano, un cooche gquemado en
una calle, otros lo de arriba
abajo bloqueando los caminos,
Residentes locales ¥ curiosos
lentamente deambulan por
Meinzerstraissa, ojos al dano,
Ia areankbn. Montonaes grandes
da latas de gas gastados estan
tirade por la calle. Parece a mi
como una revolucidn, coma las
calles de Paris an "68. Tienen la

Puerto

Ric

misma energia. pera, pusdes sex
. gque los Alemanes son de-
masiado axperimentads, cini-
o205, cansado parar tener parte
en 658 espirito, de crear un

nuevo ecciedad, & suefio del

impogible que di impetu 2 los
astudiantes de Frandia. Salva-
mas los squats para ahora- no

S Cer .

Cosmética

MEDIADOS DE 1931,
Puerte Rico debera pro-
unciarse UNa Vez mAas,
mediante plebiscito, sobre la
relamién mridico-politica defini-
tiva con los BEatados [Tnidos. En
1967 sa roalizé ya un plebiscito
similar; sin embarge, por
haberse desarrolindo bajo
presion del Conpress norteam-
aricanc ¥ pof haberss detec-
tado presiomes de log cuerpos
de seguridad de los EETTT,
PrEcticamente se declard nulo y
almente. En esta ocasion, la his-
toria parsce repotirse. pero
ahora con nueves factores que
eventualmentes avalarian &l pro-
ceso, ain cuando no se cumpla
con los requisitos que exige el
derecho internacional para la
auténtica "libve determinaién’
de Puerto Rico.

En efecto, los puertorri-
quefios tendrdn gque votar por
una de quatro opciones con-
templades en el prayecto plebi-
scitario: la anexidn a la Unicn
como otro Estado mas (estadi-
dad), la conservacién del status
juridico-politico actual, la inde-
pendencia definitiva, y "otra"”
da libre voluntad del ¢lector; sin
embargo. todag ellas de una o
otra forma garantizan perma-
nencia indefinida del snclave
militer norteamericano en suelo
puertartiquenas, pierdra angular
que Washington busca relegiti-
mar internacionalments medi-
ants &l plabiscto.

Tants pas la relacion de fuer-
zas en el pais, cuanto peor s
pocs presion internacional en
torno al conflicto, especial-

mente latinoamericana y dal
Caribe, el Congresc norteam-
ericanc no wuve dificultadas
para armmeglar unilataralmente sl
contenide fundamental del
plebiscito, que pone a buen re-
caudo la “seguridad nacisnal”
de” EE.ULl., entendida €zta
como “seguridad militar” en
todo el hemisferio. For esta
razdn, algunas lectures dal pro-
ceso indican qua en realidad el
Duenorriquenio no tens otrag
aptiones enasta pleblscito, que
1as de slegir un Estado militari-
#ado, un Estado Libre Asociado
militarizado o una Repiblica
miltarizads, quedando todavia
muy lejana la posibilidad de un
verdadarn process die descolo-
nizacidn de la isla.
La negotiocion

Entre tanto, el gobierno
norteamearicans ha logrado se-
tablacer y& una dindmica nego-
cdadora con sus interlocutores
puertorriquaios -las élites de
loe tres partidos que partici-
paron en las gltimas elecoiones-
ain euando estas negoclacio-
nes exclusivamente hayan
quedaglo reducides a los aspoc-
tos de procedimisnto. Cada uno
de los partidos representa a una
de las opciones contempladas
en ¢l plebiscito: el Partida Papu-
lar Democratico (PPD), actual-
mente en la gobernasion, que
defiende =1 status actual; al Par-
tido Nuevo Progresista (FNE),
que promueve la anesidn como
un Estado més de EE.UU.; v al
Partido Independentiste Puer-
toriquedio {FIP), que propugns
la independencia de Puerto

Rico. En enero de 1983, estas
trea agrupaciones politicas
emitieton una declaracidn con-
junta, en la que sefislaban que
&l pueblo puertordquefio no ha
side consultado sobre el status
desde 1898, reconocienda la
situacion eolonial de 1a isla y la
necesidad de resolveria de acu-
erndo a las nomias nkernacion-:
ales; sin embargo, mesas mes
tards al isartarse en la dinamica
de la propuestsa norteameri-
cana, practlcaments han renun-
ciado a la posibilidad de que
Fuerto Riro se autodstermine
libremente,

"Con la nmgociacién, de lo
que ze rata es de determinar
cudl de log tras partides |e
vende la colonia mds barata a
los norteamericancs”, afinmdé
José Rivera, secretario tesorers
de la Unidn de Trabajadores da
Ia Industnia Eléctrica v Risgo da
Puerto Rico, en un didlogo con
ALAL

Segun nuestro entrevistadao,
las propuestas de cada partido
no son més que “operaciones
cosmeéticas” que dejan intacto
&l control exclusive estadounid-
ense de una buena parte del
tarrirorio nacdonal para uso mili-
tarasi como de otros, aspectos
Bn que ponen el acento uno o
otro partide,

Respacto a Ia alternativa
“Estado Libre Asocisdo"
(gtatus actual), José Rivera dijn
que “ ni es Estado, nies Libre,
ni e2 agociado”, pero que ge ha
hecho manifesto el apoyo del
“verdadero gobierno narteam-
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una wictaria gimbolico- Ios
hogaree de a la mejor 2-2000
gente ¥ hace frio va gue o5 novi-
ambre con Invierno solo em-
piezando. ¥ también hay oss
sentide de estar en un taritorio
liberado- es nuestro, no hay
policia, no hay estado- y el tra-
bajo continua- trabajo en ol
tacho-baricadas-reuniones
para el manifestacidn de
manana sobre el desahucio, ete,
Asique por ahora sentimos qus
ganamos la batalla, una batalla
significativo, pers na la guerra.

Algunos comentas generales
cuands plensands sobre mani-
fastaciones en Alamania contra
manifestaciones en los Estados
Unidos. Agui hay un episodio
cuande ia violencia a5 efectiva;
tiene valor instrumental Sin
pierdras los squats estaran de-
stnuide, Mas, estan peleands

hablan de agitores de afuera.
1400 policia, bisn trenado y ar-
mado derretade por a la mejor
1000 de nosotros.
Normalmente no hay motines
en nuestro hogares, nuestro
camunidades. Asi que, 51 srnpu-
jamos atras la policia todavia
(probablamente}) wvamos a ir
sventuaimente, Ademas. so-
mos capaz de destruimos de
cualquier manera como la prot-
esta de '85. Ael que, crec que
quiero decir que la militancia es
mejor cuando hay algo sinifi-

canie datras da lo, mas que ira
mMera, ¢amo nuestro mani-
feataciones sobre America Cen-
tral. Claro, si sstuvimos Tan
unificade ¥ militants como las
Alemanes cosas serd diferente,
Agqui no hay debate zabre la vio-
lencia, Levantar una pierdra v
no bay una “policia de la paz™
en tu cada na dejandots actuar.
Cusnde solo pocos son mib-
tantes te puaden identificar fa-
cilmente; cuando todos som,
estas mas secquro ¥ fuerte
Controla el aire, el clave del
combate moderno: Lo hacemos
¥ era crucial a nuestra wictorid,
La policia tiens que mirar ardba
a nosotros en vez da sllos mi-
rando abajo a la calle, asi qua
tiemen que mover despacio. La
policia aqui son muy diferente
e nusstro. Mo van adentro de
un multitud parar romper el

- POT algo sustenable- ur +nanifestacioyn en dos, Usan
‘munidad. Fllos mmm

@as, agus. ¥ tlenon mas pa-
cisncia. 8Si estuvimas tan wio-
lanto en manifestacionss en los
Estados Unidos nos matan de
tiros. Las calles agui han
surigido las bombas de los Al
ados en la Segunda Guerra,
pero no los anarquistas. Siam-
pre hay municiones & mana (as-
tualments a tu piez). Un factor
mayar,

Bueno, estoy cansado, asi
que voy parar aqui, por ahora.
Es casi nochs, & ver que pasa,
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sricano” & esta tesis. “Este im-
menso poder econdmico ea el
que ha torcibo brazos, inclusive
a nivel del congreso norteam-
ericano, para que se le conceda
unas operaciones coeméticas al
status actual, que se ls conceda
al partido que promeuve esta
tesiz (FPDY), unas libertades
PaTa que S0 sientan realizados,
UROS reconocimientos para que
astos individuos puedan auto-
satisfacer sus ansias de bertad
reprimidas. al poder firmar unos
cuantos tratados comerciales
con OotTos palses. . pero nada
més." "La Estadidad obwvia-

CaTE, comnl s tems
dria qus concederle igualidad,
paridad en todos Ios reglones
de In vidn del peublo nortesm-
ericano, al pusble puertorri-
fquefic ¥ ciortaments Seria un
Estado mendigo, lo que no le
conviens a los sectores de po-
cer de los EE. UU; asa ¢ una de
lag razones por las cualss wo
sostango que la anexion es im-

Sobre ia oprcion inde-
pendentista, ol dirigente
comantd que el partido gue
promueve esta tesis (PID), re-
nuncié ya a algunss de sus “de-
mandas histdricas” con el fin de
hacer wiable el plabiscito:
aceptd, entre otras cosas, la
permanencia de las bases mili-
tares y de las Bamadas corpora-

ciones 936, denomidas asi por
una secclén de la ley de rentas
norteamericanas que permite a
las transnacionales que operan
fuera del termritorio noreamer-
cano, repatriar grandes sumas
de dinero, sin tener que pager
contribuciones. “Puscto Rico

=5 una gran maculna de lavar
dinero sucio de las transnacion-
ales,” afadia.

Destacd més adelante como
al PIP, en una actitud de
“subasta”, habia tratado de
persuadir & Washington de gue
la fSemula mas barata para el
gobierng nortesmericanc, es
concederla la independencia a
Puerto Rioo, a cambio d‘.e un

q‘ueaornpmdoalaaumaque]g
cuesta =1 snstem.ml.ant_o del
régimen colonial actual, saldia
ganando en el sentide de que e
haria mé= barato

Maocionalismo y plebiscito

Nhiltiples iniciativas se han
wvenido desamollando desde las
corrientes nacionalistas y =so-
clalistas en torno a la coyuntura
plebiscitaria, entre las gue
destaca principalmente la con-
formacidn del Frente Soolalista
Ceontra el Plabiscite el 4 de Novi-
ambre da 1990, con la partici-
pacion de diez organizacionss
da Puerto Rico v de EE. UU, v la
Tecuparacion de la movilidad de
los sectores populares. Con
mucha insistencia, se ha de-
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nunciado piblicaments la seria
de imegularidades que esta im-
poniendo el gobismo norteam-
ericano en todo este procese.
En la convocatoria de consti-
tucidn ¥ en otros comunicadog
de crganizacionss mismbros de
este Frente, de reclente
creacidn 6 condend la decisitn
tomada por el iderato del Par-
tide Independentista de parick-
par en el plebiscito, por
“desacertada y perjudicial para
I fucha por la independencia
el socialismo." El propuesto

Plabiscite constituye un pa-
trana mas de los Estado Unidos
para justificar &l colonialismao
#obre Puerto Rlea. Se afirma,

de los problemas fundamenta-
les del pueblo, todes ellos “ore-
adoes per el imperialismo
durante su intervencitn en
nuestro pals,” porque misntras
=a habla de plabiscito; loa traba-
jaderes ¥ el pueblo sigusn su-
frievideo ¥ sa agrava la
desloualidad social, contintan,

Se reafirma también el hacho
de que el Pueble de Puerto Rico
no ha side consultado sobre el
status; gque el plablgsito a5 una
inicistive unilateral ds los EE.
UU, mediante al cual se preten-
den engafiar al pueblo puertor-
riguedio ¥y la comunidad
internacional, en ol sentide de
que se ha ejercido definitive-
mente &l derecho a la libre de-
terminacién. Al respacto, enla

convocatoria de censtitucidn

del Frente Sccialista Contra el
Plabizcite, se sefiala que "el
proceso plebiscitario ha senido
un caracter anti-iemocration,
poraues a8 reglas.dsl juego las
ha impueste el gobierno
norteamericano; eg el Congresa
de ese paic (EE. I70.) el que
tiene la titima palebra sobre la
definicitn v el centenido de las
formulae de siatus gque final-
mente & le sometan al pueblo
pusrtorriguene.

Pero ademds de no haber
parcipado la mayoria de loz es-
tamentos delasocidad baricus,
la iniciativa norteamericano
tampoco lens los requisitos dal
darecho intemacional, como
son la transferencia de poderes
soberancs al pueblo de Pusrto
Rico, el desmantslamionto da
loe aparatos represivos extran-
jeras (FBI, CIA, etc), elfindela
ocupacidn militar, cbesrvacion
de la wotacidn ¥ acetamiento a
las leyves internacionales, recla-
maion estas organiziclones
cantrarias al plebiscito, advir-
tiendo ademas que la sola per-
manencia de las bases militares
norisamericanas reprasenta
una Amenaza & la pas ¥ seqguri-
dad del pueblo ¥ una fuente de
"agresion contra los hermanos
puehlos del Caribe vy América
Latins, *

Tustyan también el hecho de
que la consulta no pretends 1e-
solver Ja wstatidad, paorla inde-
pendensia, porque al abjetivo
real da los Estados Unidos se
reducs al astablecimisnto deun
status de libre ascolacidn que
manienga intactas las sstructu-
ras fundamentales de domi-
nacidn norteamericana, Al
respecto e mendiona con
mucha insistencia la pretencion
del gobierno nerteamericano,
con el uso de este recurso, de
regtarle en el futuro legitimidad
¥ epoyo Internacional a lalacha
por la independencia, al argu-
meniar que Puerto Rico se ha

autodeterminado; con aste’ fac

nIng l?:n Impk%l-m

perseguir a los hachadores anti-
colonialistas abiertamente,
criminializado toda forma de
protesta social, alerta =1 docu-
MEnio,

Por todos estas mezones, el
plebiscito no pusde s=r cansid-
erada como un registro da la
voluntad del pusblo de Puert
Hiews, senalaron. por le gue
anunciaron la puesta en marcha
de "una intensa campafia de
boicot contra la farsa plebi-
scitaria. "

£5e recupera of
mavimbarto popular?

En el campo papular, mien-
tras tanto, segin dio a conocer
el dirigente sindieal José Eiv-
era, st bien las organizacionss

sindicales no cumplen ningin
papal, porque en Puerto Rico
existe mencs de un 10% ds wa-
bajadores sindicalizados v a loa
trabajadores del sector pidblics
le s prohiblda la sindical-
zacion, "recientements, por
primera vez en deécadas,; =l
movimients sindical demostid
tener una capacidad de convo-
catota que nos asombrd a to-
dos, cuande en torno a la
oposicion de los trabajadorss
die la compatia de teléfonos da
Puerto Hieo, se convocd a lom
trabajadores a un paro gensral
de un dia ¥ mavilizamaos alrede-
dor da B0 mil trabajadores
fremzs al palacic de las layesa.”

"Desde los afios 40 no sa
hahla visto en sl pais un meovi
za0i0n ds esa magnitad,”
gungue iamentd la wisian ds
ciertos dirlgentes, afillados al
Partide Independentista, gua
hictoron decasr oste “desper-
tar”, debido "al pecto abwvis con
los EE. TNJ frente al plakiscita,
gue les compromets a no levar
a cabo acciones de este tipo. ™

"Nosotros sstamos tratands
de sstimular que 53 mantenga
vivo gse movimiento, de que las
comisiones gue se crearon a
través de toda la Isla para hacer
posible oga gran movilizacion
de trabajadores, se pusadan
seguir reuniende vy desarrol-
lando proyectos, atin =in sl con-
curso de los dirigentes de las
organizaciones," afirnd Riv-
ara. De todos modos, se mostnd
bastantes pesimista sobre el fu-
turoc de la isla, porque, seqin &1,
las posibilidades de impedir el
plehiscite son nulag,

Extraido de ALAI Agencia
Latingamericana de Informa-
cidm. Chuito {REcuador)




